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A November to Rememberé 
 

Is it just me or do you find yourself in disbelief that it is November already?! After 
enjoying another spectacular weekend of fall weather, we all know that fall is 
here! 
 
Now, with the pages of your calendar turned another month forward, life here at 
Waterville UMC is about to get quite exciting! Inside this monthôs Ambassador 
youôll have the opportunity to hear about how our congregation will be ñGiving 
Thanksò to God in a variety of ways. Some of those expressions will happen as 
we worship together. Hereôs just a snapshot of what you can expect as we 
celebrate together this month: 
 
¶ Weôll begin the month by celebrating Holy Communion and All Saints Day, 
remembering those whoôve journeyed to eternal life this past year. 

¶ Weôll thank God for the gift of Baptism as some of our families blessed 
with new children offer them to God and the care of the church. 

¶ Shoeboxes will be blessed as we share in missions around the world 
through our Operation Christmas Child gift campaign. 

¶ Putting our thanks into practice will come as we are reminded of how to be 
stewards of Godôs blessings through our prayers, presence, gifts and 
service. 

¶ New Members will join our Waterville UMC family as we celebrate 
Thanksgiving for all the friends and family who call our church their home. 

¶ Last, but not least, Advent begins once you have finished the last of the 
turkey and pumpkin pie. Itôs going to begin to look like Christmas before 
you know it! 

 
So friends, buckle up and hold on tight! We are in for a truly wonderful month of 
counting Godôs blessings. (There really is a lot more than what my short list could 
hold, so take a deep breath and read more inside your newsletter!) 
 
God is good! 
 
Pastor Steve  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sermon Series: November 2008 
Series: Upward-Focused Finances in a Downward Economy  

Scripture Lessons: Selections from Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Matthew, Luke, 1 Timothy 

Theme: Financial Management and Stewardship 
This series explores some of what the Bible teaches on financial management. Each week provides 

tools you can use to assess your financial situation and develop a financial plan built on a biblical  

foundation.  

 

  

November 2: All Saints Day with Communion (served at the altar) 

Topic:  Money and Happiness        

Sermon Title: When Dreams Become Nightmares 

Scripture Lesson: Ecclesiastes 5:10; Matthew 16:26; 1 Timothy 6:10 

Money has incredible power to do a great deal of good in society, but one thing it cannot 

do is bring happiness and joy when we confuse what we want with what we need. . In an 

instant-gratification age, how we plan to for the future makes all the difference in this 

world and the world to come. 

 

November 9:  

Topic:  Seeking Financial Wisdom        

Sermon Title: The Long and Winding Road  

Scripture Lessons:  Proverbs 21:5, 20 

A wise man once said that ñFailing to plan means planning to fail.ò Nowhere is this more 

true than in the realm of our finances. Discover how you might create a spiritual 

stewardship plan without the urge to find a shortcut along the way. 

 

November 16: Stewardship Sunday; Operation Christmas Child Dedications 

Topic: Simplicity           

Sermon Title: I Canôt Get No Satisfactioné 

Scripture Lessons: Ecclesiastes 2:10:11, Luke 12:15; Hebrews 13:5-6 

How you and I experience satisfaction in life varies. So often weôre lured in to the trap 

that only the biggest, best, and newest of life brings us meaning. Eventually though, the 

newness wears off and we are right back where we started. 

 

November 23: Thanksgiving Sunday; Reception of New Members (Tentative) 

Topic: Generosity         

Sermon Title: Things We Leave Behind 

Scripture Lessons: Proverbs 11:24-25; 22:9; I Timothy 6:17-19 

How do you define wealthy? Are there ways to be wealthy other than monetarily? 

Discover the truth and joy that the blessings give others far outweigh those we receive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Series: November- December 2008 
Series: Advent and Christmas Season 2008  

Theme: Songs and Sounds of the Season 
Among the many traditions of the Holiday season are familiar songs and carols that tell the timeless of the 

Saviorôs birth. Each weekly message tells a story of Christmas set in the context of a familiar hymn.  

 

November 30: First Sunday of Advent       

Sermon Title: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 7:13-14 and Matthew 1:23 

Why does such a joyous season begin on such a somber note? Come discover the rest of the story behind 

this ancient carol and its timeless message. 

 

December 7: Second Sunday of Advent ï Communion served in pews  

Sermon Title: Lo, How a Rose Eôer Blooming 

Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 11:1 and 35:1-2 

Among the many prophecies of the coming Messiah comes a glimpse of a tender rose in all its beauty. This 

German carol, beloved by Protestants and Catholics alike, reminds us of virgin birth and Godôs promise of 

love fulfilled.  

 

 

December 14: Third Sunday of Advent  

Childrenôs Christmas Program today 

No message 

 

 

December 21: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sermon Title: What Child is This? 

Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 9:6-7 

Babies are born every single day all over the world. And the names they are given are carried with them 

mark their unique identity for each day that follows. Yet, the coming of Christ was so profound that God 

needed many names to describe the majesty and blessing of his Sonôs coming. The words of this English 
carol tell of his great power clothed in humility. 

 

 

December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Sermon Title: O Holy Night 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 2:1-20 

Fewer carols proclaim the wonder and anticipation of Christmas like this favorite French carol. What began 

as a simple melody later crossed the Atlantic as a technological phenomenon and worldwide classic 

message of hope. 

 

 

December 30: First Sunday after Christmas 

Sermon Title: Joy to the World! 

Scripture Lessons: Genesis 3:13-14 and Psalm 98 

If the Christmas season ever needed an exclamation point surely this favorite song could provide such 

feeling. Todayôs message though comes with a twist that will carry us beyond the manger in Bethlehem 

into the year ahead. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COME MEET OUR NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTé 

 
We are privileged to host the Rev. Marla Brown, our new Maumee 
Watershed District Superintendent, here at Waterville UMC.  
However due to a last minute change of her schedule, the date she 
had planned on being here needs to be changed.  Please watch the 
Sunday bulletins for the rescheduled date as soon as we receive it.  
Rev. Brown would like to get acquainted with you and invites 
everyone to share some of the exciting ministry that is happening 

here through Godôs Spirit.  All are welcome! 
 

A little bit of an introduction of our new District Superintendenté  
 

 Rev. Brown began her duties at the district office on  
July 1, 2008.  She came to the District with much experience in pastoral and 
district ministry.  She is married with six children and seven grandchildren.  While 
she has spent her ministry in and around the Dayton area, her husband, Len, is a 
native of Toledo.  Rev. Brown has held many positions with large and small 
churches during her ministry and brings with her many gifts in team building and 
understanding a variety of cultural contexts.  We hope to see many of you 
welcome her on November 5 and to find out more about her.  Letôs show Rev. 
Brown that Waterville UMC is 
 

ñThe Church with the Warm Heartò 
 

* * * * * * * * * 

Love in Action  
 

Bishop Bruce Ough 

 

All members and clergy are invited and encouraged to attend 

 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 
 

Church of St. Andrew 
3620 Heatherdowns Blvd 
Toledo, OH 43614 
 

www. churchofstandrew.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
Did you know the Maumee Watershed District and the West Ohio Conference 
both have e-mail newsletter that they send out.  If you would like to receive them 
and get all the information of what is going on, send requests to: 
  

Maumee Watershed District - csmith@wocumc.org 
  

West Ohio Conference - newsnet@wocumc.org 
 

http://www.churchofstandrew.com/
http://mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=csmith@wocumc.org
http://mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=newsnet@wocumc.org


 
 

GIVING THANKS!! 
 
Even though we are in the midst of uncertain economic 
times, we have much to be thankful for.  So, let us focus on 
and be thankful for what we have rather than on what we do 
not have.  In other words, letôs give thanks and praise for the 
many blessings and opportunities God has given us.  For 
that reason the theme for our 2009 Stewardship Campaign 
is ñGiving Thanksò.   
 
Take some time to reflect on the many positive things happening within, around 
and through Waterville United Methodist Church.  We have accomplished much 
and have much to look forward to.  Take a few minutes and once again watch 
our ñCarrying the Flame into the Futureò DVD.  The Church Office has extra 
copies if you need one.  
 
It is also a time to reflect individually on what God has blessed you with and 
where he is challenging you.  It is a time to be in prayer seeking His guidance 
and direction as to what He wants to do through you.  And it is a time for you to 
consider the stewardship of your prayers, presence, gifts and service for the 
coming year. 
 
Let us all recommit Godôs gifts of time, talent and resources to: 
 

¶ Establish a regular time for prayers and Bible study 

¶ Be present and support worship and fellowship activities 

¶ Use my abilities to serve in ministries and programs 

¶ Financially support Godôs mission and ministry 
 
We have an unknown future, but we do have a destiny.  God has a plan for each 
of us and for His Church.  We must step forward in faith and trust that He will 
lead us down the path He wants us to go.  For it is Godôs plan, not ours.  We 
must trust and obey. 
 
After prayerful and thoughtful consideration of your stewardship commitment for 
the coming year, please complete your Giving Intention Form and retain the 
bottom portion for your records and as a reminder of your total stewardship 
commitment.  Place the top portion in the envelope provided and bring or mail it 
to the Church by November 16 for dedication during worship.  If you did not 
receive your commitment packet, please contact Penny or Cathy at the church 
office (419-878-3645), or ask the ushers at church on Nov. 16.  
 
Thank you and may God continue to bless you and hold you in His hands. 
 
Stewardship Committee 
 
 



 
 
Dear congregation: 
Thank you for buying my garden produce 
this summer. As you may know, all the 
cash received for the next three years will 
be forwarded to the building fund for our 
new church.  Because of your generous 
support, over $10,500 will be sent this 
year.  Praise the Lord. And, I would like 
to thank those who helped me with 
gardening and marketing: Delores 
Young, Matt Plassman and Brittany Hale, 
Adam Shelton and the Church Youth 
group, Ana Flores, and the Dave Glaza 
family for helping harvest the pumpkin 
crop.   
 

John Nicholson (Sweetcorn John) 
 

    
 
BAND MEMBERS NEEDED!! 

If you have played an instrument, or are 
currently playing, please join our church 
band.  We practice on Thursdays at 6 
P.M., and appear in the Worship Service 
once a month. We have a great time in 
this ministry, and would love to have you 
join us.   
Contact John Nicholson, Jennifer Reihing 
, or any of the band members.   
Come help us ñMake a joyful noise unto 
the Lordô!! 

    

 
ALL SAINTS DAY 

  

On Sunday, November 2nd, we will 
observe All Saints Sunday as we 
celebrate the lives of those members who 
have entered eternal life during the past 
year. 
                            ____________________ 

 
ELECTION DAY LUNCH 

 

Come and enjoy a free lunch on Election 
Day, Tuesday, Nov. 4th, served in our 
Fellowship Hall from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  Also, donôt forget to vote!  

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY 
SERVICE  

  
Come, celebrate and give thanks at 
the annual Waterville Community 
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, 
November 23 at 7:00 p.m. The 

location has not been determined at 
this time.  Watch the Sunday 
bulletins for more information. 
 

    
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR  
CHURCH FAMILY! 

 
Reminder: Pastor Steve will gather 
with those interested on church 
membership on Friday evening and 
Saturday morning November 21-
22nd.  (We will finish before the 
OSU-Michigan game on 
Saturday....)  If you are interested or 
would like more details, please 
contact the church office.  Please 
kindly R.S.V.P. by November 14th. 

    
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS  
Plan to stay after worship on 
November 23 and help decorate the 
church for the Advent Season.  Pizza 
and soft drinks will be served. 
 

    
 
SET BACK YOUR CLOCKS 
It's time to fall back.  Day light 
saving time ends November 2.  
Remember to set your clocks 
back before you retire on 
Saturday, November 1. 

 



UMM  United Methodist Men      

 

We are well into the fall season and enjoyed a beautiful, clear, cool, dewy October 

morning for the third US24 Clean Up of the year (Saturday 10/11).  We collected eight 

bags and along with a few larger non-collectibles.  We even received a ñhonk & waveò 

from an appreciative passer by.  We give thanks and praise to God for giving us the 

opportunity to spend some quality time in His creation.  Great job guys!   

 

As promised, here are the results of our rescheduled Annual Golf Outing (Sunday 09/21).  

Two teams battled all day long, with only a one stroke difference at the end.  Finishing in 

first place (one under par) was the team of Colyer, Kominec, Stover, Peyton and Galton.  

Finishing in second place (even par) was the team of Lammon, Schultz, Rath and 

Wiggins.  We all had a great time.  Good golf was an option.  It was suggested we 

consider a spring and fall tournament in 2009. 

 

UMM  still has two major events remaining for 2008: 

 

¶ An all Church Breakfast & Program has been scheduled for Sunday, November 9.  

This will be in place of the regularly scheduled Sunday School classes.  A French 

toast and sausage meal will be served beginning at 8:30am. At approximately 9:15am, 

we will move to the sanctuary for a presentation by Scott Garrity from Campus 

Crusade.  A free will offering will be taken for Scott.  Please plan on attending with 

your family. 

¶ The 2
nd

 annual Womenôs Christmas Dinner will be on Saturday, December 6, 2008.  

The evening will begin with dinner at 5:30pm., followed by entertainment and a very 

special dessert.  For your information, intense secretive planning is already well 

underway in an effort to create an experience even greater than yearôs.  Contact the 

Church Office for reservation and ticket information.  

 

NOTE:   Food and beverages for all events will be provided by our very own, world 

famous Road Kill Café. 

 

We would like to invite all men & boys to join our group for a time of fun, Christian 

fellowship and a little work.  Our next meeting will be Saturday, November 8, 8:30am 

with a full breakfast followed by our business meeting.  Agenda items include: planning / 

organizing for the SS Breakfast and Womenôs Dinner.  Please try to attend.  These two 

remaining events will require a maximum effort by all.   

 

See you then!  Bring a friendéééé 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

birthdays  2008  
 
 
ADULTS 
1    Melva Robinson 
5    Stephanie Shelton 
8    David Landis 
10    Steven Suchocki 
10    Wendell Welker 
14    Bill Plassmann 
14    Pastor Steve Rath 
18    Jan Sheridan 
19    Delores Young 
20    Linda Bohaczenko 

20    Tim Myers 
20    Karen Wiggins 
21    Mary Ann Parker 
23    Robin Condon 
23    Tom Kahl 
25    Stephanie Allison 
25    Elaine Colyer 
27    Michael Page 
28    Terry Myers 
30    Ted Myers 

  
  

YOUTH 
9    Nicholas Sheridan 
14    Hailey Kahl   
14    Caitlin May 
14    Lauren May 
20    Steven Smith 
21    Chase Kirby 
23   Jacob Kahl 

 
 

       
 

Births 
Congratulations to Josh and Janara (Lipinski) Gray upon the birth of 

there daughter Eva Karis Gray on October 16th.  Proud 

grandparents are Frank and Robin Lipinski. 
 

      
 

 
Marilyn Simpson, surgery 



            
THE TRUTH PROJECT, coming in 

January, has been highlighted by 
Spiritual Health over the past three 
months.  We hope your interest has 
been piqued and that you have been 
praying for those who will participate, 
the facilitators, and the vision.  
 
The Truth Project, a 12 week 
creative expression of what it means 
to LIVE a Biblical world-view, 

connects with believers who are 
ready to "get serious" about their 
commitment to represent Christ to 
the world.  The Truth Project is fresh, 
engaging, intentional about 
broadening people's understanding 
of scriptural truth, and then 
dedicated to lovingly connecting with 
a culture which is often not only 
ignorant of Biblical truths, but also 
hostile toward it.   

Scripture puts the burden squarely 
on believers:  "If my people who are 
called by my name will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked 
ways, I will hear from heaven and 
forgive their sins and restore their 
land." (2 Chron. 7:14) 
 
Are we at Waterville UMC up to that 
challenge?  That Christians need to 
take a bold stand in faith amidst the 
deceptions of a broken world?  Isn't it 
evident The Truth Project is an 
opportunity for us to allow Christ to 
truly transform our hearts, minds and 
actions?  Let us be obedient to 
serving God in this world.  Watch for 
sign-up sheets in early December. 
 
 
 

      
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

Thanks to many of you who have so willingly agreed to pray for a week for Pastor Steveôs life 
and leadership with our congregation.  So far, we have covered him in prayer into early March 
2009. If youôd still like to prayer for a particular week, sign-up sheets can be found at the 
Prayer Corner of our sanctuary. Praying for Pastor Steve in November will be:  
  
·        November 2 - 8                            Ron and Ann Dalton  
·        November 9 - 15                          Harold and JoeAnn Lumley 
·        November 16 - 22                        Karl and Connie Kirkman  
·        November 23 - 29                        Tom and Karen Wiggins 
·        November 30 to December 6       Jim and Barb Page 

      
  
 

 
 

ALL CHURCH BREAKFAST AND PROGRAM 

The United Methodist Men will be cooking and serving French toast and sausage 
on Sunday, November 9 at 8:30 a.m.  Scott Garrity will present a program on 
Campus Crusade following breakfast.  Bring the whole family and enjoy breakfast 
along with a very informative program. 



 

Women's News 
  

LUNCH BUNCH 
All ladies are invited to join us for lunch at the Gourmet of China, newly 
reopened on Reynolds Road.  We will meet at 12:45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 19.  If you would like a ride, please call Tehya Collinsworth at 419-

878-8616. 
  
The Lunch Bunch is sponsoring a charity drive in December to benefit Lucas 

County Children's Services.  Children ages infant to 17 years currently in foster group homes 
will be recipients of our gifts.  New clothing, school supplies and toys will all be gratefully 
appreciated by these children with absent families.  Look for more details in the December 
newsletter and future bulletins.     
  

  
SCRAPBOOKING AND MORE.... 

It's time to get started on all those Christmas projects you have been 
thinking about all summer long. This month we will meet on the 2nd 
Wednesday, November 12th, at 1:00 p.m. for crafting time.  Or 

scrapbooking time.  Or knitting time.  Or relaxing with friends and chatting time.  
We won't worry about your reason for joining us, just come and have fun!  
Someone may even like what you are doing better than their project and help you!  
See you in the fellowship hall.  Snacks provided. 
  

 
GIFT CARDS 

The Women's Ministry will once again be selling gift cards.  They make great 
gifts or you can use them yourself.  We will make 2 orders, one on November 
17 and the other on December 12.  Order sheets are provided with this 
newsletter.  Contact Penny in the church office if you have any questions. 

      
 

 
BAKE SALE BENEFIT FOR KAEYLA RAE VASKO 
The M&M Womenôs Bible Study is sponsoring a bake sale benefit at First Federal of 
Delta in Waterville on Friday, November 21st beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Kaeyla is 11 years  
Old and is the niece of Barb and Jim Page.  She was hit by a car in early September  
and was in intensive care for days along with more time in the hospital.  Kaeyla is  
home now but is requiring lots of rehab.  Along with our prayers, we are hoping to  
help her family with some of her medical bills.  So all of you bakers, we are asking for  
your help.  You can bring your baked goods to the church on Thursday or bring them directly to  
First Federal of Delta on Friday.  Please join us by reaching out to the Vasko family. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


