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Dear Friends,  

 

 As I write this the triumphant Easter celebration we shared is still fresh and 

vibrant in my heart.  From the first òChrist is risen...He is risen indeed!ó to the final 

òHallelujahó Godõs presence was evident and abundant.  As the choir reminded us, 

òHow wonderful are the works of the Lord!  How excellent are His ways!ó 

 

 While the Easter snow still lingers in spots it is evident that spring is just 

around the corner.  The trees are beginning to bud, the birds ar e energetically and 

hopefully ushering in spring with a song, and the sun has an unmistakable spring 

warmth in it.  Of all the seasons it seems that spring brings with it the most vibrant 

and startling changes of all.  From the dead earth comes glorious gr een, eye-

soothing daffodil yellow, and a host of colors too varied to define.  Itõs like life itself 

is bursting back onto this earth.  

 

 This year each new evidence of spring will remind us of the new life of Easter 

bursting forth in each of us.  This spri ng weõll be like the birds, energetically and 

hopefully ushering in new ministries, new facilities and new life for this great 

church as we òCarry the Flame Into the Future.ó  This year we will feel the 

renewing warmth of the Sonõs love as we enter a new season in the life of Waterville 

Church.  This year weõll have to shade our spiritual eyes from the vibrant multi-

colored blessings which will burst forth in new the churchõs new life.  òHow 

wonderful are the works of the Lord!  How excellent are His ways!ó 

 

 For you, and for those you know and love,  òMay the road rise to meet you, 

may the wind be always at your back, the sun shine bright upon your face, the rain 

fall soft upon your field.  And, until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of 

His hand. ó 

 

Your Pastor,  

 

Jim  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The steering team of our Capital Funds Campaign asks the church family to consider 
another prayer opportunity in addition to your daily prayers.  On Saturday, May 3rd, the 
day before Commitment Sunday, we will have a prayer vigil at our church from 12 
noon to 12 midnight on that day.  We hope to cover this 12 hour time period with two 

people at each half hour time segment. You will find the prayer vigil on the bulletin 
board by the church office. 
 
Please praise God for who He is and all that He does for us. Pray that our church family 
continues to seek His will regarding their commitment to this campaign and to our 
church.  Remember we want to make a difference in our church, community, nation and 
the world.  We serve a BIG God and he is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us.  To Him be the glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen 
 
Remember the campaign prayer: Lord, What Do You Want To Do Through Me? 
 

Thank you for your help, 
The Prayer/Vision Team 

 
 

Come near to God and he will come near to you.ñJames 4:8 
          

 

REUNION DINNER 
 

Weôre looking forward to seeing everyone on Sunday, April 27th at Nazareth Hall in 
Grand Rapids for the Reunion Dinner in celebration of our church family and our 

service to God.  The dinner is from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Plan to spend this time with us as we celebrate 
ñCarrying the Flame into the Futureò. 
 

We will send invitations the first week of April, 
so please look for yours.  Make your 
reservations at the church on April 6th and April 
13th or e-mail your reservations to 
wumc.reunion@embarqmail.com.  The deadline 
for reservations is Sunday, April 13th.  A nursery 
will be provided at the church during this event 
and there will also be special activities for 
children through fifth grade. 

mailto:wumc.reunion@embarqmail.com


 

MISSIONS 
  
The Mission Committee connects our church locally and globally to the needs of the 
suffering and the struggling.  Look at the church's website, and you will find links to each 
of the ministries our church has supported and does support ï fascinating information.  
Here is an overview of the current programs. 

  
Church World Service - Shipments of blankets are sent all over the world 
to aid those in crisis from the effects of war, floods, earthquakes, famine, 
and other disasters. 
  
Salvation Army - This year we supported the Life Transition program with 

our Christmas offering.  Salvation Army Mission continues to meet the 
challenges of inner-city ministry by providing emergency shelter, meals, 
rehabilitation, job placement, and most important, life in Christ. 
  

Foreign Missionaries - The Terhune's, missionaries to Japan for over 30 years, will be 
retiring this year.  We will continue ongoing support of a new missionary family as they 
reach others in distant lands with God's love. 
  
Good Works - Awakening our church to the plight of people struggling in poverty in 
Southern Ohio, Good Works in Athens continues to be a vibrant outreach.  They run on 
a bare-bones budget, yet they build bridges through seven different programs all 
ministering to "the least of these." 

  
Hope for the Children of Africa - This group of six organizations works 

cooperatively to assist local communities in providing support services to orphans in 
Africa or children living in homes with AIDS. 
  

Festival of Sharing - Under the umbrella of a larger program, our church supports the 

school and health kit project.  Anyone is welcome to join the group which assembles the 
kits in our fellowship hall. 
  

Friendly Center - An outreach to the Toledo area, this agency is a loving presence to inner city 

children.  We presently support "Soles for Missions" by donating new shoes to  children in need. 
  
International Services of Hope - Begun by Fred Dieter in 1958, ISOH is based in 
Waterville but stretches world-wide glorifying the Lord by supplying medical teams and  
supplies, food, clothing, whatever is needed; they have a comprehensive outreach 
maximizing resources. 
  
Operation Christmas Child - Shoe boxes filled with toys, school supplies, and gifts 

are  hand-delivered to millions of poor and suffering children world-wide.  Included  
is a message of hope of God's love in their own language, truly a tangible way to plant 
seeds of compassion. (Continued on next page) 
 
 
 



 
(Missions Committeeðcontinued) 
 

 Long-Term Disaster Relief - Hoping to provide hands-on opportunities for 

people to participate in projects assisting communities after natural 
disasters, this group is in its early stages.  You'll hear more as we learn 
more.  Stay tuned. 
  
Campus Crusade for Christ International - This organization has a 

ministry presence in 191 countries with the underlying concept, ñwin the campus today 
and change the world tomorrowò.  Their vision is to build spiritual movements 
everywhere so everyone knows someone who truly follows Jesus Christ.   
  
You, the congregation, are encouraged to call the church office or tell someone on the 
Missions Committee if you have suggestions for future mission projects.  As Christians, 
living committed lives challenges us to look for ways to "step forward" both literally and 
symbolically as we share God's love with others. 
  
Donations can be made to any of these projects anytime during the year.  Mission 
envelopes are available in the pews or send your check to the church with the project 
written on the memo line.  

       
 

UMM United Methodist Men 
 

Although the snow storm kept our attendance low, our March meeting went on as 
scheduled. Items discussed during the business meeting included: Youth Mission Trip, 
flag pole repairs, Talent/Help list, Youth Rent-A-Kid program, Mud Henôs game, 03/30 
Fellowship and The 50ôs Diner. Following the meeting, we shoveled the sidewalks, 
cleaned & waxed Fellowship Hallôs floor and began repairs on one of the oven doors.  
 
Looking Ahead  
Our next meeting will be on Saturday, April 12, 2008, 8:30am, in Fellowship Hall. The 
Road Kill Café will be serving a light breakfast. Following a short business meeting, 
weôll get some early spring exercise by cleaning up our assigned portion of US 24 under 
the leadership of Rob Greenlese. In the event of bad weather, Saturday, April 19th will 
be our rain date. 
 

May activities include: working with our youth on their Rent-A-Kid day, organizing an All 

Church Mud Henôs Game and planning for The 50ôs Diner.  
 

Check out our Event Calendar in the bookcase on the wall in Fellowship Hall. Also, 
watch for information and announcements about events as their scheduled dates 
approach.  
 

We invite you to join our group, as we involve ourselves in the life of our Church through 
a variety of ways. 
 
See yaô at our April meeting. Bring a friendééééTom 



Women's Ministry 
  

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
The memory of our fabulous meal prepared by our men in December is fading.  It's time 
to eat again!  We will be trying out the new restaurant in town, "The Neighbor's" on 
Dutch Road.  Come and socialized with the Women's Ministry on Tuesday, April 8th, 
at 6:00 p.m.  In order to let the restaurant have an idea of how many will be attending, 
please sign-up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the church hallway or call the 
church office. 
  

LUNCH BUNCH 
The Lunch Bunch will gather together at Applebeeôs, Dussell Dr., Maumee, on 
Wednesday, April 16th at 12:45 p.m.  Please join us for a great lunch and lots of good 
conversation and fun.  If you need a ride, please call Tehya Collinsworth at 
419/87808616. 
 

SCRAPBOOKING AND MORE.... 
Ladies, this month we will be meeting on the 2nd Wednesday, April 9.  So get your 
scrapbooking supplies and photos together, and your craft projects, and join us in the 
Fellowship Hall at 1:00 p.m.  The Sunday evening times have been cancelled due to 

low attendance.  If there is another time you would like to meet, please contact Penny. 
  

Family Life 
 

Throughout the years at our Family Life functions, many unspoken talents have been unveiled.  
We have discovered amazing sock hop dancers, ice skaters, kickers, catchers, runners, apple 
bobbers, square dancers, singers, grillers, limbo-ers, photographers, potluck cookers, eaters, 
piñata whackers and enthusiastic observers.  And only recently, on February 23, was it 
discovered that among our humble church family, we also have many talented bowlers!  The high 
scorer, breaking 200 was Wayne Strayer.  Congratulations Wayne!  Honorable mentions go out 
to Tom and Kris Kahl, Eric and Jacob Kahl, Kyle, Lisa, Kayla and Lexi Galton, Barb Strayer, 
Charlene, Emily, Kaitlyn and Lauren May, Adam and Josh Shelton, Paul and Julie Croy, Tyler 
and Anna Smith, Ann Nightingale, and Chase Kirby. (Ann even had her own bowling ball!) There 
were also several babies, Haley Kahl, Ryan Shelton, Seth Kirby, and Marissa Galton.  They 
intently watched and learned.  They took in the different bowling styles and techniques so one 
day they can put their knowledge into action and receive an honorable mention in The 
Ambassador!  
 

The Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt was a huge success.  Thank you to everyone who donated 
Easter Eggs.  The children enjoyed finding their eggs and the variety of surprises they contained.   
The Palm Sunday Potluck was also well attended.  We had around 100 participants.  Thank you 
to all who brought food and thank you to everyone for a sharing in fellowship.   
 

Looking ahead to May 17th, we will have a Wheels Whirl and Church Picnic at Oak Openings.  
Bring your "whirling" equipment to join the fun.  It may be bicycles, roller blades, strollers, etc.  If 
you are pregnant or prone to dizziness, you may hold our spot at the shelter or join the walking 
group!  Everyone is welcome! 

 
 
 
 


