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Dear Friends,  
 

 The time has come to bid you all farewell.  Times such as these are 

hard, especially when you have built relationships of caring and deep 

fondness, as Karen and I have here at Waterville United Methodist Church.  

We will miss you... every one.  The opportunity to minister among you has 

been a joy.  The humbling privilege of sharing Godõs grace through the years has 

given my life a depth of meaning I never would have guessed possible.  Where I 

have been able to serv e you I give thanks, and where I have not I pray your 

forgiveness.  You have shown us Christõs love in such abundance we cannot find 

words to express our thanks.  You are awesome examples of people who live out 

Jesusõ call to òLove one another as I have loved you.ó 
 

 Sure, itõs hard to leave this incredible congregation, yet I do so with deep joy.  

You have been blessed with a wonderful new pastor, Steve Rath, who comes with 

great skills of ministry and a great heart for you.  As you offer him your love you  

will find he will multiply that offering through loving service to you.  What a 

wondrous gift God has given you in this fine man!  Give thanks!  
 

 Karen and I have grown to enjoy this area so much that we have purchased a 

home in Perrysburg (100 Sherman Pl ace) where we will be living in retirement.  We 

will welcome you any time you are out that way.  We will be looking for a church 

home in that area.  How can we find another wonderful congregation like this one?  

We can only trust that God will provide..  
 

 It becomes a temptation to reminisce about what has happened at Waterville 

in these last five years: the phenomenal growth of parents with their young 

children; expansion of our staff to include new office staff, nursery workers, 

childrenõs and youth coordinators; SPARC; the Church Doctor consultation which 

has given the church new direction; inclusion of new technologies in worship; new 

and renewed ministries which now number in the scores; the relocation effort which 

continues to gain momentum; and so muc h more.  However, most exciting to me is 

the wonderful spiritual growth which has manifested itself in dedicated service to 

Christ and his Church by so many in this congregation as you reach out to a waiting 

world.  What a testimony to Godõs blessings, and your responsiveness to Godõs 

blessings!  This is the heartbeat of the òChurch with a Warm Heart.ó 
 

 And so, dear friends, we close a chapter in our lives.  As we leave you may 

this benediction continue to be yours: May the Lord bless you and keep you alwa ys, 

and in all ways . 

 

With Abiding Christian Love,  

Pastor Jim and Karen  



 

ñGetting to Know Youò 

 

 

 

 
Dear  friends!  
 
What a privilege it is write you as your new pastor! Just a few months ago Waterville 
was only a small dot on the map of northwest Ohio to me. Since then, it has become so 
much more because of people like you!  
 
In the months that have led up to today, I have been richly blessed to have met many on 
our staff, our ministry leaders, and some of you as part of our wonderful Waterville 
church family at our recent Reunion Dinner. Iôve discovered that whenever the people of 
Waterville UMC get together, a good time is sure to follow!  
 
Summer means fun, relaxation, and enjoying the many pleasures of life. It will also be a 
terrific time for me to conti nue building relationships together. Formally or informally, 
in groups large or small, I am eager to learn more about what makes the people of 
Waterville so extra special! Strong and healthy relationships are the glue that holds life 
and ministry together,  and this will help us get off to a fantastic start together. Whether 
we meet at a backyard barbecue, a Mud Hens game, at the golf course, or in ministry 
along the way, I look forward to getting to know more about you.  
 
 Speaking of getting started, I wil l also be spending time getting to know our community 
as well. In July, weôll blast Godôs love throughout this community to as part of our 
summer VBS. Also, if you know city and business leaders, school administrators, or are 
part of a civic organization, these can also be helpful ways for me to get to know names 
and faces across our community.  
 
As I close, I want to also express my deepest gratitude and appreciation to Pastor Jim 
and Karen for their gracious welcome and hospitality in many ways over these months 
of transition. Getting to know them has allowed my getting to know you to be a treasure 
beyond words! 
 
Glad to be home in Waterville, 
 
Pastor Steve 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS AT WATERVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
 

Although most of us are not happy with change, it happens anyways.  And we have a 
big change happening here.  Pastor Jim is retiring and we are welcoming our new 
minister, Pastor Steve Rath.  
 
We hope you will be able to join us on 2 very special Sundays in June. 
 

 

June 22 will be Pastor Jimõs last Sunday to preach.  Please stay after worship 

for the fellowship time as we say farewell to Pastor Jim and Karen and wish 

them Godõs blessing on their retirement from ministry. 
 

 

 

June 29th marks the first Sunday Pastor Steve will be in the pulpit.  We are so  
excited to have him join our church family.  Make sure you stay for fellowship 
ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ƘƛƳ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ άǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ    
 

 

 

    West Ohio Annual Conference, Monday, June 9 ð Thursday, June 12  
Please keep  Pastor Jim , Pastor Steve, and Karen Longnecker , our Lay 
Delegate,  in prayer as they attend this yearõs conference at Lakeside.   
The clergy retirement ceremony will be held on Wednesday evening 
at 7:00 p.m. and is open to everyone.   
 
 

____________________________________ 
 

 

To help make getting to know us a little easier for Pastor Steve, remember to wear your 

name tag during worship and all church activities.  If you do not have a name tag or have 

misplaced yours, you can order a new one on the form below.  Cost is $5.00 per name 

tag.  Send it along with your check to the church office or put in the offering plate on 

Sunday. 

 

Please print your name below as you would like it on the name tag(s). 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is $_____________________________  

 



GRADUATION SUNDAY 
 
We will be honoring all our graduates (high school and college) 
on June 1 during the worship service. If you know of someone 
graduating from high school, college, technical, or graduate 
school this spring, please contact the church office so we can 
be sure to recognize them on that Sunday. We would like to 
have 5 to 8 photos of the graduates to be used in a slideshow.   
  

      
 

 

DISTRICT NEWS 
 
Did you know that the District Office puts out a weekly e-mail newsletter telling you all 
the events and news happening around the Maumee Watershed District.  If you would 
like to receive it, go the www.maumeewatershed.org and subscribe.  You will know the 
latest news that is happening. 

      
 

Congratulations toé 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to Cara Crandall and Brian McMillian who were 
married on May 10th.   
   
Congratulations to Lawrence and Grace Russell as they celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary in May. 
  
 
Baby congratulations to Sara (Nowak) and Steve Broseke upon the birth of their 
daughter, Marlee Anne, on May 20th. 
 
 

 
Baptized on May 25 ï  
 
Camryn Buskey, daughter of Paul & Dawn Buskey.  Camryn 
asked to be baptized by Pastor Jim before he retired. 
 

                                     Victoria Marie Marshall, daughter of Chris and Kim Marshall. 
 
 
 
 
  

Twig King, now at Swan Creek for rehab, room 212 
Jim Simpson, now home after rehab at UTMC  
Sarah Broseke and newborn Marley Anne 

 

http://www.maumeewatershed.org/


WHATôS NEXT?? 
From SPARC and the Building Committee 

 
 
Now that the Capital Campaign has netted us such a great number of commitments, 
you are probably wondering where we go from here. Well, we are not ready to break 
ground just yet, but here are a few items that are coming soon. The Building Committee 
has been working hard behind the scenes to put everything in place and meet specific 
deadlines. Watch for these activities:  
 

 Schedule meetings with the congregation for their input on the new Facility.  

 Schedule a meeting with the new neighbors to explain our future plans.  

 Work on the building infrastructure (acquire fill dirt to bring site up to grade).  

 Prepare letters to the UMC District Office to obtain approval of a design firm and 
a contractor.   

 Prepare a RFP (request for proposal) for the design of the Facility.  

 Submit a grant request to the UMC for purchase of an electronic sign for the new 
Facility.   

 Continue to work on the Financial Plan, Ministries Plan, and Design Plan.   
 
Many of you had indicated an interest for the various committees to look at all the 
pieces of the new Facility, and those meetings will be starting soon.  Things are getting 
very exciting and it is hard not to want them to move faster! But, Godôs timing is in place 
and our excellent Building Committee has things well under control as they work 
through each required step.   
 
If you have questions about anything, please talk to myself or one of the Building 
Committee members. We do not want any of you to be confused or ñin the darkò. 
Keep praying for this project, the committeeôs work, and Godôs Hand in every 
aspect. We are on a great journey that can only be successful if covered in prayer.   
 
Karen Wiggins, SPARC Chair  
 
Building Committee:  Bob Spychalski  

Rob Greenlese  
                     Dick George 

Steve Crandall  
                     Doug Box   

Ted Myers  
                    Jerry Robinson  

Terry Myers  
Tom Kahl 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



WUMC  TRUSTEES NOTES ï June 2008 
 
** New directional signage for restrooms, offices, nursery, and cry room have been 
purchased and installed. 
 

** Two new cordless microphones have been purchased and should be installed within 
the next two weeks. This will give us additional cordless capability; backup to our 
current one microphone system; and the ability to have a ócongregation microphoneô for 
announcements etc. 
 

** The parking lots at the Church and Parsonage will be resealed and striped within the 
next two or three weeks. You may experience some parking discomfort (walking a few 
extra steps due to parking on the street) for a couple of days when this maintenance is 
accomplished, please be patient. Thank you.  

 

Parsonage Sale:  As a result of the church conference, the trustees will be selling the 

parsonage. A Parsonage repair list has been prepared and posted on the bulletin board. 
If you can help do some of these small tasks, please sign up on this list to help prepare 
your Parsonage for sale. 
 
Sealed bids for purchase of the Parsonage will be accepted from our Congregation until 
June 15. The minimum bid is set at $150,000. If you are interested in possibly 
purchasing the property without any realty commission, please send your offer to the 
church in a sealed envelope addressed as follows: 
  

Waterville United Methodist Church 
Attention:  Board of Trustees - Parsonage 
102 N. 5th St. 
Waterville, Ohio 43566 

  
All bids are due at the church no later than June 15th.  The highest viable bid will be 
selected.  A realtor will be used for sale of the Parsonage after June 15 if no acceptable 
bid is received before then.   

      

 

MISSION CHILD 
 

We received the following letter from our Mission Child, Estrella Corayma Bautista: 
  
Dear Sponsor Wateville United Methodist Church, 
 
I'd like to ask you to send me a photo from you and your family.  I had great time in 
December thanks God.  I had a terrible accident last December in 2006.  But I'm getting 
better.  My teacher is a good person his name is Gelier Perez Herver.  I'd like to study 
an interesting major.  Which major do you recommend me to study?  Which state do 
you live?  Well, that's all. 
God bless you,  Estrella Corayma Bautista 
 
If you would like to send a letter to Estrella, official letter forms and envelopes from 
Compassion are available on the mission bulletin board.   

 
 



 

 
2008 Birthdays  

Day Adults 
1    Mary Birsen        
2    David Nightingale 
3    Bronson Lipinski 
6    Sara Broske 
7    Rob Greenlese 
12    Larry Noward 
13    Lisa Galton 
14    Jean Warner 
15    Tonya Sheridan 
15    Dick Stafford 
16    Ron Hart 
16    Olga Mae Perkins 
18    Yvonne Lammon 
19    Katie Allison 
19    Sara Kirby 
22    Paul Croy 
22    John Nicholson 
24    Karen Longnecker 
25    Russ Schifferly 
27    Sue Gregory 
27    John Michael 
28    Addie Breymaier 
30    Judy Overmyer
 
  

Day Youth  
3    Marissa Galton  
4    Kayla Galton  
8    Caleb Gregory  
12    Stefanie Banks  
12    Olivia Cox  
13    Abigal Sheridan  

14    Elizabeth Cox  
14    Abigail Cox  
14    Michael Cox  
17    Simon B orn  
25    Kelly Smith  
28    Charlie Jakubowski  

 

 

  
  
 

 

 

 

OOPS ï we missed Julie Croy last month.  Her birthday is May 14
th
.  Sorry Julie, we hope you 

had a great birthday. 



 
STATISTICS 

 
DATE        ATTENDANCE     GENERAL FUND     CAPITAL         CHILDREN'S 

   CAMPAIGN  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
May 4                154                    $8,281.00                 $5,485.00                        16 
May 11              155                      3,054.00                      665.00                        24 
May 18              161                      5,135.00                   3,205.00                        28 
May 25     161            3,281.00       25.00        26 

      

 
Join the L- O- V- E Club 

 (Leave our vehicles elsewhere) 
 
No start up fees,!! No monthly dues!! 
Sign up on the bulletin board near the office just so we have an idea of the number of 
people willing to park a little further away from the church so visitors and those less able 
can have the closer parking spots. Get a little exercise on Sunday morning with a short 
walk to church before time with your church family and worship. Anyone willing to park 
down at Baer Park, or down the street further is welcome. Join the Club! 

      
 
  

To our church family, 

    We want to thank all of you that have prayed for us, brought us dinners, 

and have given us financial help after Frank's injury.  His hand and wrist 

continue to heal slowly.  God has been with us and blessed us with all of 

you.        

We love you all, Frank and Robin (Lipinski) 

  
 

 Dear Waterville UMC Church Family, 

  

    Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer quilt I received several weeks ago.  It 

couldn't have come to my door at a better time.  It brings great comfort when I 

receive intravenous treatments every eight weeks.    It is so wonderful to feel 

prayers and be thought of by your Church family.  Thank you for having this 

ministry.   

    We moved to Indiana seven years ago and we like staying in touch through the 

email prayer chain.  Please know that we think and pray for you often.  

Friends in Christ, Jody Lichtenberger 

 
 

Thank you for the prayer quilt ð it is very lovely.  When I use it I feel humble and 

very blessed that there are people caring and sharing, but most of all I appreciate 

your prayers.    Karen Scheub  



Women's Ministry 
 
LUNCH BUNCH will meet on Wednesday, June 18th at Maggieôs Family Restaurant, 
25481 N. Dixie Highway, Perrysburg.  Please join us at 12:45 p.m.  If you need a ride, 
contact Tehya Collinsworth at 419/878-8616. 
 
MORE LUNCH BUNCH ï All ladies are invited to a pot luck luncheon at Tehya 
Collinsworthôs home on Wed., July 16, at 12:45 p.m.  Mark your calendars and plan on 
joining in the fun. 
 
SCRAPBOOKING will not meet during the summer months due to all our outdoor 
activities.  We'll see you in September! 
  

      
 

WUMC Church Picnic was a grand success! 
 
The church picnic was held Saturday, May 17th at Oak Openings.  Although the 
forecast called for rain and high winds, we felt no rain and only a light breeze.  There 
were around 50 participants.  Many of the children brought bicycles.  There was a five 
mile group walk/ride to work up an appetite for dinner.  The youngest biker, Chase Kirby 
(age 5) rode the entire 5 miles with no assistance. This was Chase's personal best.  
Way to go Chase!   

 
The group encountered a flooded and muddy section of the path.  It 
covered about 50 feet, with a temporary bridge made from boards.  The 
makeshift bridge was great for those that didn't have babies in strollers 
that were too wide.  A special thanks goes out to Paul Busky for carrying 
the strollers over the boards so we could safely transport our babies to 
the other side!   

 
As always, our dinner was fabulous.  We can always count on our church to bring great 
food and fellowship.  Thanks to everyone for sharing in this fun filled day. 

       

 
Community Vacation Bible School 

Power Lab 
Sunday, July 27 - Thursday, July 31 

at the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
Registration and volunteer forms are included with this newsletter.  VBS will need over 
200 shoeboxes, so start collecting your's now.   

      
 
CHURCH VIDEO ï DVD copies of the video that was shown at the Family Reunion 
Dinner are available by request.  Please call the church office to order one.   A very 
special thank you to David Stafford for all his time and talents in putting the video 
together. 
  


