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My own personal time in God’s Word has recently taken me through the Book of Exodus once 
again. You know the story. God calls Moses to be the leader of the Hebrew nation while they 
are enslaved by the Egyptians. Ten plagues follow and God reveals and reaffirms his power to 
Israel as they cross the Red Sea. Victory is theirs! A song of praise comes forth. Then the 
wandering wilderness journey of faith begins. It is during these years of going around in circles 
that God puts his people to the test. One such moment comes in Exodus 17:8-13, as Moses 
sends Joshua and the Israelite warriors out to battle their Amalekite enemies. 
 
While they’re away Moses is in prayer, lifting his people before God. As long as Moses’  
arms are raised in prayer before God Israel would be victorious. When there was a “let  
down” in prayer, then the challengers gained momentum and strength. Joshua and Israel 
ultimately won the battle that day, but the lesson of the story that God wanted them and us 
to learn is timeless. 
 
Thankfully I never had to fight the Amalekites, but nonetheless challenges still come with life. 
With every new opportunity that God plans for us, comes the choice to decide whether we’ll look 
to God’s strength or simply rely on our own. 
 
As I write this month’s article, I continue to meet with many of you in our Neighborhood 
Gatherings which I shared with you in the August Ambassador. While I am learning so much 
about you and your hopes, dreams, and aspirations for our ministry and mission, I’ve come to 
one conclusion: I truly covet the blessing of your prayers for my ministry with you. God is 
blessing and preparing our congregation for a season of unprecedented ministry and mission; 
and if we seek to accomplish all He desires, prayer will be a vital part of the journey. 
 
So here’s my request and challenge to each of you: I am asking one individual, couple, or 
family in our congregation to specifically lift me, your pastor, in your prayers for one 
week over the next 52 weeks. Wherever and whenever you pray, I humbly ask that you 
would lift me up to God as well. Once your week is done, you will hand off the task to the next 
person or family on the list. (If you forget the week you signed up for, watch for a 
friendly reminder in your mailbox…) 
 
Beginning September 7, you are invited to sign up for a week of your choosing. 
To help get us started, some members and families of our Spiritual Health Team h
taken the month of September. Look for more information about sign-ups in the upcoming 
weekly bulletin. 

ave 

 
I want to thank you in advance for responding so faithfully to this challenge. Your prayers for me 
and our ministry and mission will make an extraordinary difference in ways that only God could 
make possible. 
 
To God be the glory, 
 
Pastor Steve 
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COMING THIS SEPTEMBER IN WORSHIP… 
Series: Back to School Basics 

Lasting Life Lessons from the Great Stories of the Old Testament 
 

Each week’s message recounts a great Old Testament story that many of us know from childhood. But 
we’ll discover there is more to the story than we might expect, as we learn something more about God, 

and maybe a little something about ourselves along the way. 
 
 
September 7: Worship Service with Holy Communion (served in the pews) 
Sanctuary Choir begins this Sunday   
Sermon Title: An Apple… A Day   (Adam/Eve and the Garden of Eden) 
Scripture Lesson: Genesis 2-3 
The second creation story of man and woman represents the entrance of sinful human nature in the world 
and God’s passionate desire to overcome it with grace that guides use on a preferred path of wholeness. 
 
 
September 14:  
Sermon Title: Are You Covered for Life?  (Noah’s Ark and the Rainbow)  
Scripture Lesson: Genesis 6-8 
Noah’s walk with God brought great blessing and reassurance when God brought a storm like the world 
had never seen. When life brings us storms we must be reminded that God has promised keep us covered 
in the certainty and safety of his presence. 
 
 
September 21:  
Sermon Title: How Do You Beat the Heat?    (Three Hebrews Meet a Fiery Furnace)  
Scripture Lesson: Daniel 3 
Temptation and compromise are a constant fact of life in this world that none of us can avoid. Is there a 
way we can stand firm in the faith we hold and resist the impulses that pull us away from God? God’s 
hand on three faithful young men suggests there is a way we can win the war. 
 
 
September 28: 
Sermon Title: Diary of a Shipwrecked Soul  (Jonah and the Ninevites)  
Scripture Lesson: Jonah 3-4 
Forgiveness is not an attribute that comes naturally to any of us. Jonah’s post-whale experience shows us 
that there are no limits to God’s willingness to redeem and forgive those who truly desire it. 
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UPDATE ON NEIGHBORHOOD GATHERINGS 
As of August 18, we’ve completed 5 of our neighborhood gatherings with 50 youth and 
adults in attendance. Pastor Steve wants to once again thank all of you who have 
attended. Each group has helped to bring a unique perspective on the life and ministry of 
our church that will play a vital role in discerning our next steps together in mission.  
Feedback is being collated to present a large snapshot of all of the ideas, dreams, 

thoughts, and suggestions many of you have shared. (These are really great!) Look for more 
information and results in future editions of the Ambassador! 

___________________________ 
 

LAY LEADERSHIP/NOMINATIONS SLATED TO BEGIN 
Now that we’re beginning to get back into the fall swing of things with programs and ministries 
here at WUMC, it is time for our Lay Leadership/Nominations time to begin the discernment 
process for leadership in 2009. Watch for more information coming soon from Pastor Steve and 
members of the team. 
 
Thanks to all of you who have lent your hands and hearts as leaders and members of so many 
exciting ministries over the course of the past year. May God bless you for sharing your gifts and 
talents with the Body of Christ! 
 

___________________________ 
 
INTERESTED IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?  
Plans are in the works to welcome our newest class of members here at  
Waterville UMC with a New Members Weekend on November 21-22. If  
you’re interested, or just want to know more about this opportunity, call  
the church office or e-mail Pastor Steve at steve.rath@emb rqmail.com a

___________________________ 
 
CHOIR AND BAND REHEARSALS START UP AGAIN 

 

Are you musically inclined?  Do you like to sing?  Can you play an 
instrument?  If so, we need you to join our adult choir or church band.   
 
Rehearsals start on Thursday, September 4th. 
 
The band starts at 6:00 p.m. in the balcony.  The Sanctuary Choir 
rehearses at 7:00 in the Choir Room.   
 

Kids we don’t want you to miss out either! 
Attention all boys and girls that love to sing or even like to listen to music!  Now that you 
are back in school, let's get down to our fall round up.  Please come join all your friends 
at Kinder Choir Rehearsal starting Wednesday, September 3rd from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m. 
and all Wednesdays after.  All boys and girls are welcome AND 
NEEDED from approximately age 4 and older.  So won't you please come and give the 
gift of your time and your talent to our children's choir and learn about your Church and 
Jesus through music and song.  We work hard but we have fun too!  WE WILL BE 
LOOKING FOR YOU -- SO, SEE YOU THERE!    Mrs. Page & Mrs. Westfall 
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UMM United Methodist Men   
   
 
Following our August 9th business meeting and as advertised, we took our 2nd stroll of the year 
along US24 enhancing the beauty of the environs.  The added bonus of this effort was the 
exercise received by the continuous bending over and standing up.  No serious injuries were 
reported or admitted.  Several bags were filled and left by the roadside for pick up by the 
Highway Department. We even managed to find a few menu supplies for the Road Kill Café.      
Thanks to those who helped. 
 
Prior to our departure, the following business items were discussed:  50’s Diner review, 
upcoming Mud Hen’s Game and golf outing, 08/24 Fellowship Time and Care Package Project.   
.   

Looking Ahead  
 
The Annual Golf Outing (open to all)         
will at Fallen Timbers Fairways on Sunday, 
September 14, 2008 @ 1:00 PM.  Cost will 
be $16.00 / person for 18 holes and cart.  
See the sign-up sheet at church or contact 
Ron Peyton for more information. 
 
The UMM will be sponsoring an all Church 
breakfast during the Sunday School time  
with a guest speaker on Sunday, Nov. 9, 
2008. 

The 3rd annual Women’s Christmas Dinner 
will be on the evening of Saturday, 
December 6, 2008.  Every attempt will be 
made to top last year’s successful meal and 
entertainment extravaganza. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Saturday, 
September 13, 2008, 8:30am, in 
Fellowship Hall.  The Road Kill Café will 
be serving a full breakfast.   

 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Events Calendar in the bookcase on the wall in Fellowship Hall.  Also, watch for 
information and announcements about events as their scheduled dates approach.   
 
Thank you for your continuing support, participation and help with all of our activities.  Our goal is to 
be more involved in the life of our Church through a variety of ways.  Please join us.  
 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you at our September meeting.  Bring a friend………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The men's group is once again sending care packages this fall.  Please let us 
know of any military personnel or college students that would appreciate a 
package.  All addresses should be sent to the church office at 
watervilleumc@embarqmail.com or given to Brian Schultz or Rob Greenlese by 
September 30th.  We'll also be asking for some donations to help us fill the 
boxes with sweets and interesting gadgets.  Check your upcoming newsletters 
for the donation and shipment dates.  Thanks! 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY NEWS  

 
 

The Women’s Ministry Council will meet on Wednesday, September 10 at 6:00 p.m.  All interest groups 
are asked to be represented at this meeting.  We are always open to new ideas for interest groups or 
group outings and activities.  If you have a new group you would like to see started up or other new 
ideas, please join us at this meeting or contact April Born at 419-832-1412.  
 
 
SCRAPBBOOKING AND MORE… The kids have headed back to school, the weather is cooling down, and 
it’s time to get at all those projects you’ve been putting off.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, 
September 10 at 1:00 p.m.  Some of us scrapbook, some make jewelry, some knit, some cross stitch, others just sit 
and talk.  Whatever you feel like doing is okay with us!  And of course, there will likely be snacks to munch on.  
So come and have some fun and maybe even get a project or two finished!  (Starting in October, we will meet the 
first Wednesday of the month.) 

 
 
LUNCH BUNCH has another new restaurant to visit.  Join the ladies on Wednesday, 
September 17 at 12:45 p.m. at the new Red Wells (some of you will remember it as the 
Plantation Inn) on River Road in Maumee.  Red Wells has been in the Toledo area for 
many years serving up their delicious roast beef sandwiches with fluffy mashed potatoes 
and rich gravy.  You won’t want to miss this luncheon.  

 
 

PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY will meet on Tuesday, September 23, at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Ladies, you don’t need to know how to sew to  
be a part of this group.  There is lots of cutting that needs to be  
done along with threading the yarn on the quilts.   
 
 
TEDDY BEARS 
We still have some Teddy Bears that need clothes.  The M&M Bible Study’s is dressing stuffed 
teddy bears for the Salvation Army.  They in turn distribute them to police and firemen to give 
to children in a stressful situation.  They are also distributed at Christmas time to needy 
children.  If you would like to dress a bear, call Penny at the church office.  The bears are 16” 
and you can make or purchase the clothing.   They need to be returned to the church by 
September 25th. 
 
 
MEALS MINISTRY 
Do you know that we have a very dedicated group of women, organized by Anne Stevens, that prepares 
meals for our members and friends of the church when there is an illness, new baby, or death in their 
family.  If you would like to help be a part of this ministry, please give Anne a call or the church office.  
Also, if you know of someone that we can help out, please let us know. 
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Scripture and Pra  yer Calendar  
 

 
SCRIPTURE        SEPT          PRAYER    

Proverbs 17 & 18         Revelation   6        1 
Proverbs 19 & 20         Revelation   7        2 
Proverbs 21 & 22         Revelation   8        3 
Proverbs 23 & 24         Revelation   9        4 
Proverbs 25 & 26         Revelation 10        5 
Proverbs 27 & 28         Revelation 11        6 
Proverbs 29, 30, 31        Revelation 12        7 
Ecclesiastes 1 & 2         Revelation 13        8 
Ecclesiastes 3 & 4         Revelation 14        9 
Ecclesiastes 5 & 6         Revelation 15       10 
Ecclesiastes 7 & 8         Revelation 16       11 
Ecclesiastes 9 & 10       Revelation 17       12 
Ecclesiastes 11 & 12     Revelation 18       13 
Song of Solomon 1 & 2 Revelation 19       14 
Song of Solomon 3 & 4 Revelation 20       15 
Song of Solomon 5 & 6 Revelation 21       16 
Song of Solomon 7 & 8 Revelation 22       17 
Isaiah 1 & 2          Psalm 1 & 2          18 
Isaiah 3 & 4          Psalm 3 & 4         19 
Isaiah 5 & 6          Psalm 5 & 6         20 
Isaiah 7 & 8          Psalm 7 & 8         21 
Isaiah 9 & 10         Psalm 9 & 10       22 
Isaiah 11 & 12         Psalm 11 & 12     23 
Isaiah 13 & 14         Psalm 13 & 14     24 
Isaiah 15 & 16         Psalm 15 & 16     25 
Isaiah 17 & 18         Psalm 17 & 18     26 
Isaiah 19 & 20         Psalm 19 & 20     27 
Isaiah 21 & 22         Psalm 21 & 22     28 
Isaiah 23 & 24         Psalm 23 & 24     29 
Isaiah 25 & 26         Psalm 25 & 26     30 
 
 
 
 
Following each daily Scripture Reading are the 
names of the families and individuals for our daily 
prayer list.  Please read your Bible and pray for 
these persons for the month of July.  If you have a 
prayer request, please feel free to call the Prayer 
Chain: Mary Williams 419-878-5554 or e-mail 
gwilliams@tbbs.com; Pam Plassmann 419-878-9432 
or e-mail plassmb@accesstoledo.com
 
The Murray Martin Family 
Mrs. Elnora Mathewson 
The Chris May Family 

Mr. Eldon Mayer 
Ms. Karen Mayer 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom McCausland 
Mr. James McGee 
Mrs. Ann McVicker 
The Arthur Meade Family 
Mr. & Mrs. John Michael 
The Jeffrey Monroe Family 
The David Morrison Family 
Mr. Tedd Munn 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Myers 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Nelson 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Neumann 
The Tim Neumann Family 
Mr. John Nicholson 
Mr. & Mrs. David Nightingale 
The Mark Nowak Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Noward 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Overmyer 
Mr. & Mrs. James Page 
The Michael Page Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Parker 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Pease 
Mrs. Mim Perry 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Peyton 
Mrs. Betty Pingle 
The Bill Plassmann Family

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93009140
mailto:gwilliams@tbbs.com
http://compose.mail.yahoo.com/?To=plassmb%40accesstoledo.com


Sunda

WATERVILLE UNITED 1\1ETHODISTCHURCH
102NORTH FIFTH STREET
WATERVILLE, OHIO 43566
REV. STEVERATH,PASTOR

CHURCH OFFICE: 419/878-3645or 419/878-5225
E-MAIL: watervilleumc@embarqmai1.com FAX: 419/878-4222
PASTOR'S CELL: 419/419-8396 WEB SITE: www.watervilleumc.org

Tuesda Wednesda Frida SaturdaThursda
3. 51

7:00pm Neighborhood
Gathering

.~
8f]
LABOR DAY

5:15pm Kinder Choir
Practice

7:00am Men's Bible

Study
6:00pm Band Practice
7:00pm Sanctuary Choir

Practice

7 8 9 10 111 1 131

9:00am Bible Fellowship 6:00pm BoyScout Troop 6:00pm Board of 9:30am M&Ms 7:00am Men's Bible

I I 8:30amUnitedMethodist9:00am Kid's Club #101 Trustees 1:00pmScrapbooking Study Men's Meeting
9:30am That Sunday 7:00pm Bible Study Meeting and more... 6:00pm Band Practice
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9:00am Bible Fellowship 6:00pm BoyScout Troop 6:30pm Finance 9:30am M&Ms 7:00am Men's Bible
9:00am Kid's Club #101 Committee 12:45pm Lunch Bunch Study
9:30am That Sunday 7:00pm Bible Study Meeting 5:15pm Kinder Choir 6:00pm Band Practice

Thing for Jr/Sr 7:00pm Committee on 7:30pm Administrative Practice 7:00pm Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship Service Lay Leadership Council Meeting 7:00pm PrayerTeam Practice

w/ Children's SS Meeting

6:30pm Youth Alive
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9:00am Bible Fellowship 6:00pm BoyScout Troop 1O:00am Heartland of 9:30am M&Ms 7:00am Men's Bible 10:00amRochede Boeuf
9:00am Kid's Club #101 Waterville Care 5:15pm KinderChoir Study Parade

9:30am That Sunday 7:00pm Bible Study Service Practice 6:00pm Band Practice
Thing for Jr/Sr 7:00pm Committee on 10:30am PrayerQuilt 7:00pm Missions 7:00pm Sanctuary Choir

10:30amWorship Service Lay Leadership Ministry 7:09pm Staff/Parish Practice
w/ Children's SS Meeting 7:00pm Building Relations

6:00pm Youth Alive Committee Committee

28 29 30'

9:00am Bible Fellowship 6:00pm BoyScout Troop
9:00am Kid's Club #101

ALTAR FLOWERS9:30am That Sunday 7:00pm Bible Study
Thing for Jr/Sr Sept. 7 - Ron & Ann Dalton

10:30amWorship Service
14 - openw/ Children's SS

6:30pm Youth Alive 21- open

28 - open
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