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¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ²Ŝ tǊŀȅΧ 

It has been some years now since I heard the words brought to my ears. I was a seminary 

student listening to a sermon as part of our worship life together. Maxie Dunnam, our 

preacher for the morning, spoke on the importance of prayer in our spiritual journey. In the 

midst of his thoughts that day was a most probing question: ñWhat if there are some things 

God cannot or will not do unless we pray?ò While the question no longer rings in my ears; it 

still rings clearly in my heart. 

Iôve been mulling over this question again for us as Godôs people at Waterville. These last 

months have brought a number of changes and challenges, as well as blessings and joys.  

Perhaps like many of you I ask myself and God, ñWhatôs next, Lord?ò In this season of so 

much busyness, God is saying to me, and perhaps to you, ñPray.ò 

Godôs Word bears witness to this truth as we hear in the early days of the Church found in 

Acts 1. Jesus has commissioned the Apostles to continue the work he has begun in their 

midst. His ascension to heaven is complete. What are these men and women to do? Where 

do you begin when your mission is to share the Good News of Jesus with the world?  

The story there tells us that the early followers of Jesus began in prayer. There was no 

wandering or wondering about it all. Listen to these verses of the story:  

ñThen [the apostles] went to an upstairs room of the house where they were 

stayingé They all met together continually for prayer, along with Mary the mother of 

Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus.ò ï Acts 1:13-14 

There was much to do, but those first believers knew that nothing great could be 

accomplished without time spent in prayer. And so it must be with us. There is still much to 

be done for the Kingdom. But the question remains: ñWhat if there are things God cannot or 

will not do unless we pray?ò Ministries, plans, meetings ï all with the best of intentions ï are 

meaningless without a season of prayer for each of us and our church. 

So much is going on in the life of our church! I see your loyalty in many ways as you serve 

and share Godôs love and grace in many, many ways. Godôs Spirit continues to do things in 

our midst that only he can do, changing lives with your many expressions of Godôs love.  In 

all of the busyness of your lives, may the business of prayer be yours this day and 

everyday.. 

Yours in Godôs grace, 

Pastor Steve 



 

Worship and Sermon Schedule: ï  May 2009 
Series: Lasting Impressions  

Scripture Lessons: Various Passages from 1 John and Gospel of John 
Theme: Living in Christ-centered Community 

 

 
May 3: Fourth Sunday of Easter    Communion at the Altar 
Sermon Title [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜΧhōŜŘƛŜƴǘ    Handbells 
Scripture Lesson: 1 John 3:16-24 
 
Do you have something on your άǘƻ-Řƻέ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΣ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƻƻ 
ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΚ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 
might be the motivation to getting us started and finished once and for all. 
 
 
May 10: Fifth Sunday of Easter     aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ  
{ŜǊƳƻƴ ¢ƛǘƭŜΥ [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜΧ [ƻǾƛƴƎ 
Scripture Lesson: 1 John 4:7-21 
 
CǊƻƳ ŎƘƛƭŘōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀǇŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦƛŜǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻƳΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻΦ 
Sacrifice is nothing more than love made visible, and nobody made it more visible than Jesus did for you. 
How might you make love a verb today? 
 
 
May 17: Sixth Sunday of Easter     
Music Sunday ς No Message Today     Sacrament of Baptism 
 
Join in a special celebration of worship witƘ ƻǳǊ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ²ŀǘŜǊǾƛƭƭŜ ¦a/Φ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
will feature a wide array of the gifts and talents that God has blessed our congregation with to use and share 
for his glory. 
 
 
May 24: Ascension Sunday     Memorial Day Weekend 
Sermon Title: [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜΧ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ 

Scripture Lesson: 1 John 5:1-6 
 
Do something so extraordinary and so unique and most anyone can garner fifteen minutes of fame. Longevity 
ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǊŀǊŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎhows us the 
longest running message in all of history. Our methods may change, but the message and messenger go on 
forever. 
 
May 31: Pentecost      Graduate Recognitions 
{ŜǊƳƻƴ ¢ƛǘƭŜΥ [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜΧ5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ 
Scripture Lesson: John 15:26-27; 16:4-15 
 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘǎ YƻƧŀƪΩǎ ōŀƭŘ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƭƭƛǇƻǇ ƻǊ tƻǇŜȅŜΩǎ ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ 
distinctive, one-of-a-kind, individual. The same could be said of Christians too. What promises does Jesus 
offer that make his future followers some of the most ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŜŜǘΦ 
 

 

 



 

 

 

SPECIAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 

 

On Sunday, April 5th, a Special Church Conference was held at 

our church presided by Rev. Mike Denman, Assistant to the 

District Superintendent, Maumee Watershed District Office.  The 

Building Committee gave a presentation of new building plans 

along with mission and ministry plans and current finances.  The 

following recommendations were presented for action: 

¶ Approval of the Mission and Ministry Plan in conjunction 

with the new facility to be erected on Waterville-Monclova Road   

¶ Approval of the finance plan of the overall project, specifically to begin Phase 1 of 

the new facility 

¶ Approval for spending needed funds from the Capital Funds Campaign to secure 

an architectural firm and begin preliminary construction drawings. 

A motion was made and seconded to accept these recommendations.  After discussion, 

a vote was taken and passed with a count of 50 yes, 3 no.  

  

The Building Committee reminded everyone that their meetings are open to everyone 

and they welcome input from our members. 

  

If you would like to see the official minutes from the Conference, they are available in 

the church office. 

  

__________________________________________ 

  
 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
On Thursday, May 7, Waterville United Methodist Church will join with hundreds of thousands of  

others as we observe National Day of Prayer.  National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by 

a joint resolution of Congress, and signed into law by President Harry S. Truman.  The church will be 

open from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. for those who wish to come to the sanctuary to pray (30 minute increments).  

You are also encouraged to fill in a time slot even if you are praying at home.  A sign up sheet is posted 

on the bulletin board in the hallway at church.  Chairpersons Shirley Dobson and Beth Moore remind us, 

"At this time of economic downturn, terrorist threats, and relentless assaults upon foundational biblical 

principles, it's heartening to reflect that we serve a God who has repeatedly shown Himself 'mighty to 

save' (Zeph. 3:17) in the lives of those who trust in Him.  Inspired by this uplifting truth, the National Day 

of Prayer Task Force has selected 'Prayer..America's Hope' as the theme for 2009 observances."  This 

theme is based upon Psalm 33:22: "May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, as we put our 

hope in you." 

  

Spiritual Health encourages you to participate in this special observance.  "For my house shall be 

called a house of prayer for all nations."  (Isaiah 56:7) 



 

 
 

 

May 3 ð  That Sunday Thing, 9:00am  

  Rent- A- Kid ð Youth Fundraiser  

  Lunch together after church and then begin on Rent - a- Kid projects  

 

May 10 -  That Sunday Thing, 9:00am  

  No Youth Alive ð Do something with your mom J - Motherõs Day 

 

May 17 -  That Sunday Thing, 9:00am  

  Youth Alive, 6:30 pm  or finish Rent - a- Kid projects  

 

May 24 -  No That Sunday Thing or Youth Alive ð Memorial Day Weekend  

 

May 31 -  That Sunday Thing, 9:00am  

  Graduation Sunday, 10:30am  

Students graduating from high school,  college, or technical school  need to 

get 5 -8 photos of yourself to Adam or Stephanie  by May 24 if you would to 

be featured in the Graduation Slideshow.  

Melva, Jerry, and Deloresõ Diner, 6:00 pm ð End of the Year Party  

     

June 14 ð 19 Mission Trip to M inneapolis, MN  

 

Events and dates may change so please check the weekly postcards for the most up-to-date 

information. 



 

 

 

Waterville Elementary School 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

At our last meeting, it was decided that we will host a teacher appreciation breakfast for the 

teachers at Waterville Elementary School.  This is a wonderful outreach to the teachers in our 

community, giving us an opportunity to thank them and show them our appreciation for all the 

time, hard work and dedication they give to our children and to our community.  We will host a 

breakfast on Thursday, June 4th at 7:30 a.m.  We will be feeding about 50 teachers and staff, 

and will also need volunteers to set up and serve this meal.  There will be a sign up sheet 

outside the office asking for volunteers to furnish food and help assist the morning of June 4th.  

Please consider being a part of this wonderful ministry.  Thank you for all your help and support 

to make this teacher appreciation breakfast possible. 

       
 

 

Waterville United Methodist Church 

175th Anniversary 

At our March ad board meeting and then further discussion at our Outreach meeting, we are 

considering entering a float in the annual Roche de Bouef Day Parade on Saturday, September 

26th .   This float would depict the 175 years of Waterville United Methodist Church along with 

building for the future.  We are in need of ideas, designers, truck and trailer and lots of hands to 

ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŦƭƻŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ 

can incorporate this into our float.  Please be thinking of how we can make this float really 

special.  We look forward to hearing your ideas and comments.  

       

 

  

PARTNERS IN PRAYER ï Pastor Steve would like to be lifted up in your prayers.  

If you would like to commit to pray for Rev. Rath for a specific week during the 

coming year, please sign up on the sheets located in the Prayer Corner at the front 

of the Sanctuary. 

  

          

  

TWO POSITIONS AVAILABLE ï The Churchôs PowerPoint Team is in need 
of two additional members to prepare and present the Sunday service 
slides and the announcements.  It requires about an hour of preparation 
time on Thursday evenings every three weeks and then running the 
program on Sunday morning.  If youôre interested, or just want to know 
more about it, please contact the church office or Pastor Steve. 



 
WOMEN'S NEWS 

  

LUNCH BUNCH 

Join us on Wednesday, May 20th for lunch at The Lamplight Cafe, 121 W. Indiana Ave., 

Perrysburg.  We will meet at 12:45 p.m. for a wonderful lunch and great fellowship.  If 

you need a ride, call Teyha Collinsworth at 419-878-8616. 

  

WOMEN'S EVENING BIBLE STUDY  

We will have our final meeting on Tuesday, May 5, at 6:30 p.m.  We'll celebrate with a 

pot luck dinner at the home of Nancy Stafford, 306 Ridge Point Circle, Waterville.   

  

THE WOMENôS MINISTRY as a whole met on April 28 for their spring meeting.  We 

had a good time talking, eating, and just being together.  One of the items discussed 

was our Interest Groups.  Below is a short survey we presented to see which groups 

women would like to participate in or if there was some new interests.  If you have not 

shared your ideas, please take a few minutes to complete this survey and return to the 

church office.   

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please check the group you might be interested in or give us ideas for 

new groups.  

___Bible Study  

___Book Discussion (Read and 

discuss with others.)  

___Scrapbooking (Whether youôre 

a pro or just starting.)  

___Godôs Hands (Become involved 

in various community projects 

and mission work.)  

___Mothers Together (Meet 

together with or without your 

kids for fun & fellowship.)  

___Cards & Caring Ministry (Send 

cards, make phone calls and/or 

make visits to t hose in need.)  

___Cooking (All kinds of 

possibilities here to cook for 

each other, share recipes, and 

enjoy eating new foods.)  

___Lunch Bunch (Enjoy fellowship 

and explore new restaurants.)  

___Exercise Group (Physical 

fitness, biking, hiking, jogging 

or wh atever you want to do 

together.)  

___Warm Hearts (Knit or crochet 

items for needy families or 

Missions.)  

___Arts & Crafts (Share creative 

ideas and work on your latest 

painting or project together.)  

___Be a representative to 

Friendly Center  

Please offer you r own 

suggestions also.  

Name____________________________  

Phone___________________________  

 

e- mail__________________________  

 

 



 

Menôs Group 
 

  We had a great turn-out for our April Spring Clean-up meeting for the Menôs Group.  Thanks to 

Rob Greenlese for coordinating the US Route 24 clean-up and to all the walkers who braved 

truck and car traffic to make our area a little more attractive.  Also thanks to Penn Pritchett for 

planning the leaf and grass clean-up around the church.  Our group was thankful to be able to 

help the trustees accomplish a small portion of their mission.  Finally, though sometimes 

overlooked, it is important to thank Jerry Robinson and Tom Wiggins for their breakfast 

extravaganzas.  

 

Primary Goal Reminder: 

Action Oriented ï serve Christ, our Church and local families and provide the men in our church 

multiple opportunities to volunteer in situations that suit their own skill sets and schedules.  We 

understand that not everyone can attend every meeting.  But by performing multiple service-

oriented projects we give all our men a chance to give the time they can. 

Upcoming Projects to Achieve Primary Goal: 

1. Adam Shelton is putting together a schedule for the youth group and menôs group to 

mow the lawn of one of our church families in need the entire upcoming season.  We 

all look forward to pitching in. 

 

2.      May 30
th
 at 7pm will be our annual trip to the Mud Hens ballpark to see a game.  

The entire church is welcome.  Please look for more information in the church or call 

Ted Myers at 419-877-0263.  We hope to catch the bus at Kroger as we have in the past. 

We have projects and events planned for the entire year.  God willing ï we can achieve them.  

Watch the Ambassador and bulletins for ongoing updates. 

Respectfully, 

Jason Born 

___________________________________ 

HOSPITALIZED IN APRIL:    Lenora Dieter  Millie Hires    
   Taylor Smith                    Dick Stafford 
 Jacob Varner 

 

 

 

Christian hope and sympathy to 

 Jo Anne Lumley and family upon the death of  Harold Lumley , April 1.  

Although only members here for a few short years, Harold was a very special 

member of our church family and will be greatly missed by all. 

 

Denise Schifferly and family upon the death of her brother, Larry Epke on 

April 27. 



 

MAY   2009   BIRTHDAYS  
  

Day Adults 

 

4     Nancy Davidson 

4     Jessica Quinn 

6     Justin Hires 

7     Bill Gregory, Sr. 

9     Dan Rigal 

14 Julie Croy 

17   Lynn Harter 

20     Wes Box 

21     Richard Schifferly 

22     Mark Smith 

22     Anthony Westfall 

23     Dorothy Bunde 

24     Paul Buskey 

27     Melanie Reihing 

29     Adam Shelton 

29     Warren Wilson*** 

31      Linda Linn 

  

  

Da y Youth  
  
1    George Welker  
2    Elizabeth Snyder  
7    Jacob Varner  
17    Vista Ellison  
20    Marley Broseke  
20    Annalise Schifferly  
22    Alexa Galton  
24    Caroline Varner  
29    Evan Schultz  

  

        

 

***One of our former Pastor's, Rev. Warren Wilson, will turn 88 on May 29th.  If you would like to 

send him birthday wishes, his address is 1032 Mnden Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23464.  Rev. 

Wilson calls the church office occasionally to send his regards and check up on members he 

still remembers.  He is doing fine and enjoys the beautiful weather in Virginia Beach. 

       

  

 

 

Madelyn Kay Varner, daughter of Eric and Becky Varner, received the 

sacrament of Holy Baptism on April 26th.   

  

 
 
 



 
STATISTICS 

  

DATE            WORSHIP            GENERAL            CAPITAL        MISSIONS        SUNDAY SCHOOL 

                 ATTENDANCE               FUND             CAMPAIGN                                ATTENDANCE 

  

April 5            194                        $5,115.00            $1,159.00           $  55.00                    23 

April 12          267                          7,230.00              3,295.00                0.00                    --- 

April 19          166                          2,807.00              1,080.00             220.00                    27 

April 25          182                          5,365.00              4,820.00             176.00                    37 

  

Easter Offering this year was $665.00 and will go into our Emergency Fund.  You 

may contribute to this fund at any time during the year.  It is used to help not only our 

members, but others who find themselves in situations where immediate financial help 

is needed. 

 ____________________________________________ 

  

THANK YOUS 

  

With a full heart I thank all who brought food, telephoned, and 

sent cards to me when I was recuperating.  Your 

thoughtfulness is so appreciated and I am delighted I am a 

member of this church. 

    Katherine Smith 

  

Dear Waterville UMC, 
Thanks so much for all the support you have given us over the past weeks since 
Harold's death.  Your prayers have been felt time and time again, and the cards, 
flowers, and food have been an added blessing.  We will continue to covet your 
prayers as we adjust to his being gone.  God bless you all!  
Joe Ann Lumley and family 

  

Dear Friends in Christ,   Thank you -  sincerely -  for your prayers and 

expressions of concern.   I am truly blessed to be a part of our 

congregation.   Your thoughtfulness sustained me as I regained my 

strength.   Addie Breymai er.  
       

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

  

Larry and Betty Noward 

2045 Perrysburg-Holland Road 

#101 

Holland, OH 43525 

419-725-6382 

 
 


