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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

 

Fast Forward into Fall 

 

Does it seem like summer is flying by more quickly than you would like? I 

sure do feel that way! In talking with many of you in recent weeks, everyone 

seems to say the same thing: “We’re not ready  for fall…!” 
 

Believe it or not, I have been thinking a lot about our life together once 

September comes. One of the opportunities I am most excited to tell you a 
bit about is a worship and sermon series I’ll be sharing beginning September 

13th. I am going to be preaching a series of messages based on a book 

entitled The Relationship Principles of Jesus.  
 

All of us have different kinds of relationships, 

and all of us can improve on the relationships we 

share – even our relationship with God. Using 

this book as our guide for 40 days, each chapter 
presents a short daily reading and a scripture verse to 

think about. Whether you read in the morning with a 

cup of coffee, over your lunch break, or at the end 

of a long day at work or watching the kids, I know 
you’ll be blessed by what you’ll discover!  
 

To help us get the most out of the experience, I’d like for you to join me in 

reading this book together as a congregation.  Optional discussion groups 
will be available as well if you’d like to share more with a small group of 

friends. Watch for more details in an upcoming mailing about dates and 

times that you can choose from. 
 

A sample  copy of the Relationship Principles of Jesus  is available for you to 

look at here in the office, or you can read more on-line at 

www.zondervan.com as well. Books will be ordered at a reduced rate of 
$15.00 each through the church office. Please phone or e-mail with the 

number of copies you’d like to purchase.  
 

For now, be praying about our worship and study together. I am excited to 
see how God will help us grow forward… together. 

 

Pastor Steve 

http://www.zondervan.com/


 

Sermon Schedule: August 2009 
Series:  (5 weeks) 

Scripture Lessons: Genesis  12-23 

Theme: Faith and life choices 

 

August 2: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  Communion: passed in the pews 

Sermon Title: This Sand is Your Sand   

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 12:1-20 

 

Perhaps it was one of the earliest ñtime-shareò real estate deals in history. Thereôs a lot of 

wisdom in the adage that ñIf something sounds too good to be true, then it probably is too good 

to be trueéò Would Godôs offer of a lifetime become all it was meant to be or is this just wishful 

thinking? 

 

August 9: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Title: Making Choices that Matter 

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 13:1-18 

 

Momentous life or death decisions thankfully donôt come everyday. But for Abram and his 

brother Lot a choice they faced shaped the course of their lives forever. How do you prepare 

when faced with that kind of decision? Where do you turn? What will you do? 

 

August 16: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Title: Hurry Up and Wait  

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 15:1-18 

 

Grocery store checkout lanes, doctorôs offices, and rush hour traffic are not usually favorite 

places to spend the time in our day. Waiting isnôt something must of us relish. For Abram 

though, waiting on Godôs promise would teach him an incredibly important lesson about Godé. 

 

August 23: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Title: The Danger of Shortcuts 

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 16:1-16 

 

Have you ever taken a ñshortcutò while traveling and later regretted it? Probably most of us 

have. Most of us can also tell the tale of how it took us so much longer than if we had gone on 

the original path. Abram thought heôd offer a so-called ñshortcutò to help God out. What a lesson 

he learned! 

 

August 30: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Today we welcome Rev. Marla Brown, Maumee Watershed District Superintendent to our 

pulpit. Rev. Brownôs gifts as a joyful, contagious speaker make her messages sparkle with 

energy and insight. Youôll not want to miss worship today! 

 
 

 



XYZõers 
PUT ON YOUR DANCINõ SHOES 

 

And dance to the music of Johnny Knorr Orchestra  
at Centennial Terrace  

August 22, 2009  
7:30 to 11:00 PM  

$10.00 per person  
 

Come even if you donõt dance, you can tap your toes to the music of 
the swing band and enjoy a beautiful night under the stars.  

 
 
 

      
  
 
 
 
 

There are sign-up sheets posted on the bulletin board so we can get an idea of how 
many people will be attending. 
 

___________________________________ 
 
 
175 YEARS!  What a milestone!   This year WUMC will be having 

a birthday, making this congregation 175 years old.  A committee 
is being formed to brainstorm ideas for a celebration of this event. 
 If you are interested in helping out with some piece of the 
planning, just let Karen Wiggins know, either in person, at 419-
878-5503, or at  t-kwiggins@bex.net. 
  

___________________________________ 

 
 

WORLDôS BIGGEST GARAGE SALE 

  
Epworth United Methodist Church, 3077 Valleyview at Central Avenue  
(across from Wildwood Metropark) will once again hold a garage sale 
to benefit the Friendly Center, our Methodist urban mission in North 
Toledo.  The sale will be held on August 6, 7, & 8.  Hours on Thursday & Friday will be 
9:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  Saturdayôs hours will be 9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m.  Donations of 
good, clean used clothing and household goods will be accepted Monday and Tuesday, 
August 3 and 4, 9:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  (NO televisions or computers, please.)  They are 
also in need of volunteers to sort items, unload cars, and work on the sale days.  If 
youôre interested, please call our church office. 
 

Looking ahead - On Friday, September 18u VD½UD OK@MMDC @ SQHO CNVM SGD Maumee 
River on the Sandpiper from 6:15 ¦ 8:30 p.m.  Cost will be $25 per person or less, 
depending on how many people go.  The more we have, the less we pay!  We will 

bring our own snacks to enjoy as we cruise.   
  

  
 

http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=t-kwiggins@bex.net


August 2009 Birthdays  
  

 

 

 

DAY   ADULTS 

  

2     Mary Williams 

3     Rachel (Deardurff) Joseph 

4     Don Harter 
4     Lenora Dieter 
6     Jennifer Kahl 
6     Andrew Landis 

8     Pam Plassmann 

9     Betty Hood 

9     Doug Smith 

10   Jack Ellison 

11   Robin Lipinski 
17   Joel Brown 

18     Jenni Breymaier 
18     Sally Croy 

19     Nancy (Mrs. David) Stafford 

19     Vonnie Utz 

20     Geoff Box 

22     Jerry Robinson 

23     Barbara Jones 

24     Mike Allison 

27     Squire Young 

30     Penn Pritchett 
31     Barb Pease 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Day Youth  
  
2     Jared Ellison  
3     Camryn Buskey  
4     Jason Brown  
7     Logan Lipinski  
9     Kyle Breymaier  
12   Sawyer Gribble  

12     Anna Smith  
18     Connor Gregory  
24     Brock Snyder  
26     Brooklyn Lipinski  
27     Sarah Cox  
29     Ashley Selders  

  

  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

    UNITED METHODIST MEN 
  

All men and boys are invited to join us for 
breakfast on Saturday, August 8 at 8:30 a.m.  

 
We'll have a short meeting to make plans for our fellowship time on August 23 and any 
future activities.  
  
Our big event of the summer, The Fabulous Drive-In Diner, was once again fabulous 
thanks to so many of you.  We could not have done it without the help of our set up 
crew, waiters and waitresses, grill experts, food preparers, money takers, all the prep 
workers, pie bakers, french fry fryers, float makers, soda handlers and taken down crew 
not to mention the people who came to dine.  A special thank you to Jerry Robinson for 
coordinating everything and the Boy Scouts and leaders of Troop #101 for the use of 
their tents and fryers.  And of course we can not forget to thank the entertainment of 
Chris Marshall, Brian Schultz, Russ Schifferly and Pastor Steve!  (How can they play 
the oldies so well when they were not around to hear the originals?)  
 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, Sept. 20th for our Annual Golf Outing.  All men, boys, 

women and girls are invited to join in the fun at Fallen Timbers Golf Course.  First tee 
off time is 2:00 p.m.  Look for a sign -up sheet on the bulletin board at the church.  
 
  

______________________________ 
  

 

WOMEN'S MINISTRY 
  
  

The Lunch Bunch is going zoupy this month!  We will meet at Zoup! 

on Dussell Road in Maumee for soup, salad, and/or sandwiches and 
great fellowship on Wednesday, August 19 at 12:45 p.m.  If you need a 
ride, call Tehya Collinsworth at 419-878-8616. 
  

WOMEN'S CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

Ladies, mark your calendars now! Saturday, December 5, will be our 
Christmas Dinner.  The men are making plans for another wonderful 

ladies night out for us!  However, we are in charge of the tables.  Even 
though it is early in the year, we would like to have our table volunteers 
signed up early.  There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway at church already 
waiting for you.   All you need is a table service for 8.  You can sign up to 
decorate a table by yourself or with a friend to help.  Contact Penny 
Greenlese if you would like more information. 

  
  

 
 



GREAT FOOD FOR ALL 
  

Hope United Methodist Church in Whitehouse is the distribution 
site for the exciting nationally-know program Great Food For 
All.  GFFA is a nondenominational organization dedicated to 
providing high-quality groceries to communities all across the 
country.  Groceries are ordered each month by any interested 
individual with no income guidelines or applications.  Each 
"Basic Box" costs $30 and contains frozen top quality food 
items with an average retail value of $70.  The menu changes 
every month.  Each box of food will provide dinners for a family 
of four for about a week or a single senior citizen for about a 
month!  Value boxes consisting of specialty foods are also 
available each month.  Order times vary by month.  Anyone 
may order any number of boxes during these order times.  Your 
order for this month must be placed by August 2.  On 

distribution day (always a Saturday), go to Hope UMC to pick up your food.  Take 
advantage of this special way of providing high-value food for your family at about half 
the cost of what you would pay at the local grocery store.  An order form is included with 
this newsletter.  Next monthôs order form will be available at the church or call the office 
to have one sent to you. 
  

____________________________________ 
 
 
 

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY DINNER 
 
Date:  Saturday, August 15, 2009 
 

Times: Dinner at 6:00 PM / Program at 7:30 PM 
 

Location: WPOS ï FM Christian Radio Station, 7112 Angola Road, Holland, OH 
 

Keynote Speaker:  Tom Amstutz, former University of Toledo Head Football 
Coach 
 

Other Speakers:  Chaplain Frank Vloch, Toledo Correctional Institution 
                              Greg Roesser, Kairos Weekend #1 graduate 
 

Purpose of the event: Proceeds will be used to underwrite Kairos Prison Ministry 
at Toledo Correctional Institution 
 

Dinner menu:  (see flyer on bulletin board) 
 

Door Prizes:  An assortment of gifts form local donors 
 

Price: $15.00 per person (checks preferred, payable to Kairos Ohio) 
 

To purchase tickets and more information, 
contact Rob Greenlese at 419-878-9335 

 
 



  

How can I thank you for the months of support during my 

recovery.   Your prayers, delicious dinners, and visits were 

sincerely apprecia ted.   The deluge of cards cheered me when 

I need ed to smile.   Thank you from the bottom of my heart.   

Marilyn Simpson  
   
  

Dear Friend in Christ, 
We are so grateful to count you as a partner who has taken time to help build Christ's 
kingdom by bringing His light of love, forgiveness, and new life inside one of the darkest 
places on earth - a maximum security prison.  Karios #12 at Toledo Correctional was an 
incredible experience where the Holy Spirit tore down walls that had been built around 
broken hearts.  He healed many of those broken hearts and breathed new life into 
damaged souls.  We wanted you to know how much your gifts were appreciated by the 
Kairos team and especially by the inmates themselves.  Over the course of the three 
days, they began to realize that the Body of Christ is a very real thing, not just some 
theological imagery.  Your gifts of love are the instrument that God uses to open their 
eyes to that reality.  We can't adequately communicate how important your gifts of 
prayer, financial support, cookies, posters, placemats, and letters are!  We are fully 
convinced that your gifts are instruments of the Spirit, and they are every bit as 
important as the clergy person who lovingly ushered a new soul into the kingdom on this 
weekend.  Your actions are truly fruit being produced on behalf of Christ!  We sing 
praise to God with you for how His family sacrifices their interests so they can "do it unto 
one of the least of these."  We are grateful to call you a partner in ministry to the 
prisoner.  God bless you, Jim Jackson, Leader, ToCI Kairos #12 
  
 

Thank you, everyone, for the kind expressions of prayer and sympathy that 

you provided us following the death of my Mother on June 25th.   Mom lived 

96 very good years, and was ambulatory -- on a walker--during her last 

several years.   We know she is in a far better -- and pain free -- place now! 

Larry and Jan Sheridan  
 

 

Just want to thank you for all your acts of kindness you so graciously shared with 

me.  Thank you for your visits, phone calls, cards and food but mostly for all your 

prayers.  I know it was because of your prayers that I am doing so well, and I 
thank God each day for you.  You are part of an amazing church who truly lives 

(NC½R VNQCq  1DMM @MC * ANSG SG@MJ XNTq      God is good,  Charlotte Pritchett 
 

 

I wanted to give thanks to the ladies who made this wonderful prayer quilt for me.  

In the loss of my dear son I need all the prayers I can get.  Thanks to the 

congregation who also said a prayer and tied a knot.  This is so special to me.  I 

wil l cherish it the rest of my life.  May God Bless you all.  Gratefully yours, 

Sharon Rice 
 



GODôS GARDEN 

I am giving all the cash receipts from my vegetable stand to the New 
Church Building Fund again this year.  You may visit my produce stand at 
6 Karis St. (across Michigan Ave./SR 64 from the Kroger Store). I have 
expanded my tomato, watermelons and pepper production this year in 

addition to the sweet corn, so hope to have a larger supply of veggies this year. 

If you have some time that you could help out this year, I could really use 
some help harvesting.  Also, if I have a surplus, I could use some help 
manning the stand at the Farmersô Market here in Waterville on 
Saturday mornings. Please call at  419-878-4866, or e-mail me at 
johnnicholson@bex.net. 

Thank you for your loyal support. I will try to bring some veggies to the church on 
Sunday mornings for your convenience.  

Best regards, 

ñSweetcorn Johnò   

__________________________________ 

  

 HOSPITALIZED IN JULY  Temporary addresses  -  

   JoeAnn Lumley    JoeAnn Lumley  Dick Stafford 
   Bob Spychalski    910 Dutch Mill Dr.  Heartland of Perrysburg 
   Dick Stafford    Ballwin, MO 63011  10540 Fremont Pike 

        Room 29, Bed 2 
        Perrysburg, OH 43551 

 
     

 
 
CHRISTIAN HOPE AND SYMPATHY TO: 
  
Brittany Hale and family upon the death of her great-grandfather,  

Charles McGallaird , on June 24th; 

  
Larry and Jan Sheridan and family upon the passing of Larry's mother, 

Martha Sheridan, on June 26th. 

  
      

 
 

Congratulations to Katie Allison and Matt Beakus who 

were married on July 18. 
   

http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=johnnicholson@bex.net


 
STATISTICS 

  
DATE               WORSHIP            GENERAL             CAPITAL            MISSIONS        SUNDAY SCHOOL 
                    ATTENDANCE              FUND              CAMPAIGN                                      ATTENDANCE 
  
June 28  164                     $4,905.11            $5,375.00              $187.00                        20 
July 5    92                        3,245.20              1,020.00                    5.00                        n/a 
July 12  116                        4,121.00                 876.00                  35.00                        19 
July 19  143                        2,487.00              1,310.63                330.00                        32 
July 26  144      4,719.00           850.00           270.00        25  

 

  

 

 
 

        
MISSIONS 

 
Our Mission focus for July was the Anthony Wayne Food Pantry located at Zion UMC in 
Whitehouse.  It is not too late to contribute by bringing in food donations or a monetary 
gift.  Needed food items are: 
 

Macaroni & Cheese  Canned fruit   Soups (all kinds) 
Jell-O    Jelly    Pudding mixes 
Canned juice   Cereal    Pancake mixes 
Peanut butter  Spaghetti   Spaghetti sauce 
Canned tuna   Canned dinners (like Chef Boyardee)   
Boxed meals (like Hamburger Helper) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL TWENTY AND THIRTY-SOMETHINGS 

August Mission focus is Festival of Sharing.  School and Health Kits, along with money donations, 
will be collected until Sept. 15.  Bags for the school kits are available at the church.  Items needed 
are as follows: 
 

SCHOOL  KITS       HEALTH KITS  
¶ 3 notebooks 81/2 x 11-inch ruled            ǒ   1 hand towel 

¶ paper (70 pages)             ǒ   1 washcloth  

¶ 1 blunt scissors ï metal only           ǒ   1 new bar of soap (bath size) 

¶ 1 30-cm metric ruler (rulers with          ǒ   1 toothbrush 
       inches on one side and cm on the          ǒ   1 large wide tooth, sturdy comb 
       other are acceptable)             ǒ   1 nail clipper 

¶ 1 pencil sharpener             ǒ   6 bandaids 

¶ 6 unsharpened pencils with erasers           ǒ   put all into gallon size ziplock bag 

¶ 1 large eraser             ǒ   $1.00 in an envelope for shipping 

¶ 1 box of 24 crayons 

¶ 12ò x 14ò cloth bag 

¶ $1.00 in an envelope for shipping 
 

 



 Is God calling us to lead the Church and the World Today? 
 
Come join other 20 & 30 year olds at Maumee UMC on Saturday evenings as we 

anticipate and celebrate the movement which God desires to launch in our 
generation! 
 

August 8th ï 5 pm 
Worship and Cookout afterward at 

Sidecut Metro Park, Maumee 

Saturday, August 29th ï 5 pm 
Worship and Beach Volleyball afterward at the 

Docks, Toledo 

Saturday, September 12th ï 5 pm 
Worship and Bowling afterward at 

Southwyck Lanes, Toledo 

 
Contact Jay Miklovic for more information at jmiklovic@bex.net or 419-893-8761, 
ext. 122. 
 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 
Young Life is having a motorcycle rally as a fund raiser. There is a treasure 
hunt (poker run for the lay person) on August 15, 2009 ï  leaving from either 
Waterville Community Church or Mainstreet Church in Millbury.   We will 
finish at The Church on Strayer.  There will be live bands and a 
dinner following the ride.  You don't have to be a motorcycle rider to 
participate in the fun.  
  
Our hope is that if we can bring one more child to Christ and or reach one more soul, then all 
this work has been well worth the effort.  Please fell free to call Bill Holt @ 419-344-2577 
or Tom Hadley @ 419-878-9774 for more information. 
  

 Young Life brings the good news of Jesus Christ into the lives of adolescents with an 

approach that is respectful of who kids are and hopeful about who they can be. 

mailto:jmiklovic@bex.net


Scripture and Prayer Calendar   

     

 

SCRIPTURE    AUG  PRAYER      
Ester 5, 6, 7  Hebrews 9    1 
Ester 8, 9, 10  Hebrews 10    
2 
Job 1 & 2  Hebrews 11    3 
Job 3 & 4  Hebrews 12    4 
Job 5 & 6  Hebrews 13    5  
Job 7 & 8  James 1    6 
Job 9 & 10  James 2    7 
Job 11 & 12  James 3    8 
Job 13 & 14  James 4    9 
Job 15 & 16  James 5  10 
Job 17 & 18  I Peter 1  11 
Job 19 & 20  I Peter 2  12 
Job 21 & 22  I Peter 3  13 
Job 23 & 24  I Peter 4  14 
Job 25 & 26  I Peter 5  15 
Job 27 & 28  II Peter 1  16 
Job 29 & 30  II Peter 2  17 
Job 31 & 32  II Peter 3  18 
Job 33 & 34  I John 1  19 
Job 35 & 36  I John 2  20 
Job 37 & 38  I John 3          21 
Job 39 & 40  I John 4          22 
Job 41 & 42  I John 5  23 
Proverbs 1 & 2 II John 1  24 
Proverbs 3 & 4 III John 1  25 
Proverbs 5 & 6 Jude 1  26 
Proverbs 7 & 8 Revelation 1  27 
Proverbs 9 & 10 Revelation 2  28 
Proverbs 11 & 12 Revelation 3  29 
Proverbs 13 & 14 Revelation 4  30 
Proverbs 15 & 16 Revelation 5  31 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Dalton 
Mrs. Alta Damron 
Mrs. Nancy Davidson 
The Bob Deardurff Family 
Mrs. Lenora  Dieter 
The John Doyle Family  
The Jason Eisel Family 
The Jack Ellison Family 
The Thomas Emahiser Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Fox 
The Kyle Galton Family 
The Dick George Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Greenlese 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gregory 
The Bill Gregory Family 
The Phillip Gribble Family 
Mr. Drew Grogan 
Ms. Brittany Hale 
Mr. Henry Hanzl 
Mr. Ron Hart 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Harter 
Mr. & Mrs. George Hayes 
The Shirley Heimrich Family 
The John Henry Family 
Mrs. Phyllis Henry 
Mrs. Shirley Hiles 
Mrs. Sharon Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Hires 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Hires, Jr. 
The Justin Hires Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Holland 

 
 
 
 

Following each daily Scripture Reading are the names of the families and individuals for our 
daily prayer list.  Please read your Bible and pray for these persons for the month of August.  
If you have a prayer request, please feel free to call the Prayer Chain: Pam Plassmann 419-
878-9432 or e-mail plassmb@accesstoledo.com: Mary Williams 419-878-5554 or e-mail 
margewill@toast.net.  

 
 

 
 

http://compose.mail.yahoo.com/?To=plassmb%40accesstoledo.com
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=margewill%40toast.net

