THE AMBASSADOR,

January 2010

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN...

“FOR | KNOwW THE PLANS | HAVE FOR YOU...”

Among the words of God spoken through the prophet Jeremiah were these beautiful words of
hope and promise to his people who found themselves at an important crossroads in their lives
as God’s people. Some years earlier the people of God were led into captivity of the rival
Babylonians. Wondering if they would ever see and know the favor of God again in their lives,
God brings these words of guidance and hope. To see the breadth of God’s promise, take in the
fullness of what God has in mind:

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and
pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart. (Jeremiah 29:11-13 NIV)

At significant points in my own spiritual journey | have often turned to this specific promise in
God’s word. When I've needed guidance, reassurance, and God’s wisdom in making an
important decision, I've sought the counsel of these verses. Perhaps you do as well.

As 2010 begins, | find myself drawn to these words again because | believe this will be a
significant year in our life and work together. Alongside the work of our ministry teams and
committees, we will be discussing important matters of transition and change as we envision
life and ministry in new ways and new places. We'll be discussing plans and possibilities that
may excite us or concern us. Sometimes the thoughts of changes are hard. | know that. When it
feels as though an important aspect of our lives is being turned upside-down, our emotions and
anxieties can get the better of us.

That is why in the midst of all our planning and preparations, it is important to remember that
God himself has plans in mind for us here at Waterville UMC as well. Accomplishing God’s will
and purpose individually and collectively are the most important things we can fulfill together
no matter what the future holds.

Can we know what plans that God has for us? Yes! How can we discern the difference between
plans we make and the plans God makes? The answer, says Jeremiah, lies in the power of
prayer. As we sincerely, diligently, deliberately seek God together, he says we will find him and
his will.



| want to challenge you with this thought: What if these very words of Scripture became the
basis of our work this year? What might happen if we made these “life verses” for our
congregation? | believe God is going to do some extraordinary things in the months that lie
ahead, and | am very much looking forward to seeing them fulfilled as we seek God'’s design
and desire in our congregation and community.

Thanks to each of you for being an invaluable part of God’s mission and ministry. Your hands
and hearts are making such a difference in so many lives. It is indeed a great privilege to be

called your pastor.

Gratefully yours and His,

Pastor Steve

P.S. One of the ways we will be apply this truth of God’s word will be happening in mid-March of
this year. Our Administrative Council, SPARC Team, and | have agreed to work once again with
consultants at Church Doctor Ministries. You’ll hear more about this event in the coming weeks
and ways that you can share in it together. For now, plan to set aside March 19" as an
important next chapter in our journey together.

Jhank you...

Receive my deepest and sincerest thanks for your many kind and
generous gifts given this Christmas Season. Your expressions of
heartfelt encouragement and blessings were so thoughtful.... Thanks
again! — Pastor Steve



January 10 - That Sunday Thing, 9:00 am
Youth Alive, 6:30 pm - Dealing with Conflict #2

January 17 - That Sunday Thing, 9:00 am
Melva, Jerry, and Delores' Diner, 6:00 pm
Movie - "BlindSide” (If it is still in theaters)

January 24 - That Sunday Thing, 9:00 am
Youth Alive, 6:30 pm - Dealing with Conflict #3

January 29 - Theater for the World Production
Lasagna Dinner Youth Fundraiser, 6:30 pm

January 30 - That Sunday Thing, 9:00 am
Theater for the World Production, 1:30 pm
No Youth Alive

February 5-6 Blaze Conference in Columbus
You don't want to miss itl Contact Adam for a ticket.
We also will need an adult female o chaperone.

February 7 - No Youth Alive
February 14 - That Sunday Thing, 9:00 am
Youth Alive, 6:30 pm - Dealing with Conflict Conclusion
February 21 - No Youth Alive
February 28 - That Sunday Thing, 9:00 am

Melva, Jerry, and Delores' Diner, 6:00 pm

Mark your Calendars:
June 13-18, 2010 Mission Trip to Nashville, TN

Events and dates may change so please check the weekly postcards for the most up-to-date information.




NEW ADULT BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

starting January 10, 2010

Ray Vander Loan will help us to see the Bible come alive while on location in the
Middle East. God Heard Their Cry will help transform our understanding of God
and challenge us to be a true follower of him.

In The Early Church faith in God was the difference between life and death for
the early Christians. In these 5 lessons you will discover their passion of
commitment these early believers displayed as they claimed Jesus in the face of
fierce consequences and powerful adversaries such as we now face and will
continue to experience.

P a

G Legacy Kit Project

gag/A Legacy for your loved ones in 7 Simple Steps.

Have you ever thought about leaving a message to your family telling them about end of
life decisions on your behalf? We may just have the right people and tools to help you.

In seven simple steps this seminar can help you formulate your legacy for loved ones:
Organ donation, insurance & financial, charitable contributions, legal documents, funeral
plans/wishes, message to loved ones, and a spiritual narrative.

Mark your calendars to save the dates for one of these two seminars - January 27 or
February 3 from 7pm-9pm in our Fellowship Hall... and knowing us Methodists,
there will be refreshments available.

More information will be coming via the bulletins and lectern.

Jim Page

NEW MEMBERS

Would you like to become a member of Waterville UMC? We will be
receiving new members during worship on January 24. If you would like to
join at that time, please contact Pastor Steve or the church office.

JWelcome!




Calling all XYZers. Let's begin our new year with a Bucket List party!
We will meet at the Sheridan’s home, 866 Maple Lane, Waterville, 7:00
p.m. on Friday, January 22, 2010.

Please come prepared to share your Bucket List, which is a list of ten
things you want to accomplish or experience this coming year. Now this will require
some serious thought on your part, but we know you can do it! It will be fun sharing our
ideas. We will have a year to accomplish our goals. Then we’ll report our progress at
next year's gathering.

Snacks or finger food will be the fare for the evening. Anyone that has a special board
or card game can bring it along, also. To get an idea of how many people to plan for,
please sign-up on the sheet on the church’s bulletin board.

DO YOU KNOW YOUR ABCs?

A New Year and a New Name....the Young Couples/Parents of Young Children group is
now the ABCs — Adults Bringing up Children. (The ABCs are for any adults with
school-age or younger children.) We have missed getting together and cannot let
the XYZs have all the fun! On January 9, 6:30-8:30 pm, we will bring back our
White Elephant Gift Exchange party. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at
church. Please bring an appetizer or dessert and be sure to bring a fabulous
white elephant gift to exchange. There will be babysitting available in the church
nursery. Please RSVP to Stephanie Shelton (ashelton26@accesstoledo.com).
We are looking forward to seeing you there!

COMPASSION
We recently received the following letter from our Compassion Child, Estrella
Corayma Bautista Ortiz:

Dear Sponsor, | feel very happy to be in touch with you through this letter. | want to tell
you about my life. As you already know, | have a little brother but he is restless. | am
now attending first grade at Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz Tele Secondary school. | have
made some new friends already, they come from some other schools. | also want to tell
you that | am fine and healthy and so is my family. May god bless you and your family
and also mine. This is all for today. | say good bye sending you a very warm hug.
Please pray for my family. | would like to ask what your customs are. Thank you for
writing me.

Estrella Corayma

12 years old. 1% grade secondary school

If you would like to write back to Estrella, there are letter forms on the Mission
bulletin board by the choir room.



http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ashelton26@accesstoledo.com

STATISTICS

DATE WORSHIP GENERAL CAPITAL MISSIONS SUNDAY SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE FUND CAMPAIGN ATTENDANCE

November 29 167 $5,711.00 $ 98000 $ 160.00 32 - Children
21 - Adult

December 6 163 7,485.35 6,220.00 5.00 33 — Children
24 — Adult

December 13 248 4,897.00 4,744.00 5.00 40 — Children
18 - Adult

December 20 183 4,897.00 7,658.00 70.00 34 — Children
9 - Adult

December 27 135 5,112.00 14,686.00 65.00 22 - Children

OFFERING ENVELOPES
2010 Offering Envelopes have been distributed. If you did not receive yours, please call
the church office.

For DECEMBER

Zella Corbin
Jim Simpson

Christian Hope And Sympathy To:
Larry and Betty Noward upon the death of their Daughter-in-Law,

Lawra Noward on November 20",

Tllﬁﬂllﬁ

A very blg thank you to Penn Pritchett, Glen Lammon, David Stafford and Geoff Stafford
for giving of their time and replacing all the restroom sink faucets on Saturday, December 26™.
They work and look great!




LUNCH BUNCH

Join us for lunch on Wednesday, January 20th at 12:45 p.m. at The
Black Pearl (formerly HJ’'s Prime Cut), 4630 Heatherdowns Blvd.
Toledo. Call Tehya Collinsworth at 419-878-8616 if you need a ride.
Hope to see lots of ladies there! We always have a good time along
with great food.

WOMEN’'S HOBBY DAY

Ladies, start getting your projects rounded up. Our Hobby Day is
getting close. Make sure you have it on your calendar for Saturday,
February 6™ You can come and spend the whole day or anytime
between 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. Bring your photos to scrapbook,
beads to make jewelry, yarn to knit, sewing projects, paints to make a
masterpiece, or whatever craft/hobby you have. We will also have
other projects for you to work on. Or just come to relax and enjoy the
fellowship. Lunch and dinner will be provided.

WOMEN'’S CHRISTMAS DINNER

Once again the men have out done themselves by hosting the Christmas dinner. A
huge “thank you” to Jerry Robinson for coming up with the menu and fixing all the food.
And we can't forget Melva Robinson who made all the desserts and worked along side
Jerry. “Thank you” to all the men who served, helped with the prep, and cleaned up.
They all looked great in their Christmas ties and Santa hats. Also thank you to Adam
Shelton and Jason Born for taking care of the children in the nursery. And last, but not
least, all those who took part in the entertainment. We were once again, laughing in our
pews! It was great to have Brian Schultz and his family back among us.

Efiﬂ% ffs  What goes up must come down. Please plan to stay after worship on
' F"j% January 3 as we take down the Christmas decorations and put them

|

=# away for another year. It should only take about an hour.




.'X‘ i Correspondence

Prayer Quilt Ministry,

Thank you so much! The quilt is adorable! | know the new baby will love it! It has been
a rough pregnancy - but now we are so close to the end (34 weeks) and so far, we

have not had any of the problems that the doctors said we were going to have.
Thanks to God! | really appreciate all of your thoughts and prayers! It

1

has been such a blessing knowing that there are many out there

praying for us! Thanks again and God Bless! Rachel Bayes E 3 a; 1%:'51% 3] ¢
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Dear Friends, He vl %5 b
Although unknown that is what I consider each one of you. The i §¥ %E

blanket is such a nice gesture and I treasure all of your prayers.
They do mean so much to me. Thank you so much, Lillian
Swartzlander (Karen Longnecker's sister)

On Sunday evening, December 13", | had about 35 guests. They were members of the
church who gifted me with Christmas carols. What a lovely gesture to give their time
and talent to me. | really enjoyed this giving of themselves, and from the bottom of
my heart | send to all of you my thanks and wish you a lovely holiday.

Katherine Smith

Dear Friends of WUMC,

I do not have the words to express how much your prayers, cards, letters, phone calls, and
yes, visits while I was in St. Louise meant to me while recovering from my accident. I went
to visit my son, Harold Jr., and the second day there I fell and broke my leg and hip. I was
in Rehab for 3 months. Believe me it was wonderful to return home near my family and

church friends. Harold and I have never been part of such a 7
wonderful, more caring church as WUMC. I will be happy to do W /Y
P.R. for WUMC any time! Love, Joe Ann Lumley / ) D

ot -/.//fv’/ﬁ;{/.?r/yem-
We wish to thank everyone for their notes and prayers while our 7

daughter-in-law, Laurie, was struggling against cancer and at her
death. They were so much appreciated. Thank you! Betty & Larry
Noward

_//.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you once again from the bottom of my heart for remembering me at Christmas. | am
overwhelmed by your generosity! Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to
, serve you and our Lord. May God continue to bless and keep you, now and
LN throughout the New Year. Fondly, Cathy

m{W
Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for thinking of me at Christmas once again. | feel your
love and support all through the year. Wishing you all a Happy New Year! Penny
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ADULTS Day
Anna Emahiser 6
Kim Jakubowski 7
Kevin Jakubowski 9
Phyllis Henry 12
Karl Kirkman 13
Kim Marshall 13
Sandi Schultz 13
Christopher Stafford 15
Tom Shoemaker 17
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NUARY

YOUTH Day
Madelyn Varner 22
Mikael LipinsKi 23
Malachi Lipinski 23
TRoslynd Laurie 28
Joshua Shelton 29
Elaine Jakubowksi 30

2009 BIRTHDAYS

Elaine Larimer
Nancy A. Stafford
Bernard Utz

Ann Nightingale
Tehya Collinsworth
Verna Rose

Tedd Munn

Fritzie Schifferly
Jim Simpson

19
19
19
25
27
29
30
31
31
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Theatre-for-the-World

It may be hard to believe, but we are on our fifth show! Thanks to Tom and Karen
Wiggins and a fine cast, our little mission project moves into 2010 with the
comedy, Dearly Departed, January 29, 30 at 7:30 and 31°" at 1:30.

We appreciate all the support from our congregation. This year we are hoping to
eclipse the $10,000 mark. We are also moving close to 300 bags of groceries in 5
years. Together we've been able to help many families in the A.W. and Otsego
school districts, as well as establish a fund for digging a well in Africa. ALL
PROCEEDS 60 TO CHARITY! Collectively, we can all make a difference.

This year we welcome 4 new members to our group. We're pleased to add Ellie
Selders , Brittany Plassman, Lexi Reihing and a local pastor, Mary Wood, to our
ranks. It is wonderful to have them aboard. Our cast is working
tirelessly to memorize lines and create characters for this hilarious
show; however, we are hoping we can incorporate your help in some of
the other areas of our production. We are searching for volunteers to
bake cookies, usher, serve refreshments and collect food at the door.
We also rely heavily on the congregation to invite friends, distribute
posters and just spread the word. If you can help in any of these
areas, we'd certainly appreciate your efforts. There is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board.

Dearly Departed is a rip-roaring, southern comedy which revolves around a family
gathering for a funeral. It is Christian, funny, sentimental and, you guessed it,
dysfunctional. That being said, we do not recommend the show for young
children, but for middle school aged kids and above. You're going to love this
show. The characters are infectious and you'll appreciate the underlying message
of the whole production. Don't miss this terrific play!

Finally, our fine Youth Group is once again of fering dinner before the Saturday
performance. Why not enjoy a good meal before the production. All the proceeds
from the dinner will support their next mission trip. Reservations are required for
the dinner and we will reserve seats for all those who partake in the dinner. Adam
and Stephanie need time to plan accordingly, so please don't delay in making your
reservations. Please call the church office at 419-878-3645 and reserve a spot
today.



Lasting Flame Marriage Seminar
February. 26 and 27
Central Christian School, Kidron, Ohio

Chestnut Ridge Mennonite Church in Orrville, Ohio, invites you to attend a marriage seminar.
The theme of this seminar is “Becoming a Family of Your Dreams” and will be led by Michael
and Amy Smalley. The philosophy that guides LFMS is the importance of investing in marriage.
Investment is not only needed when there is trouble, but when things are going well. Attending
a marriage seminar is like having a tune up or doing maintenance so that the marriage can
become and remain healthy. For more information go to www.lastingflame.org. Registration
forms are available in our church office.

oo ‘. PHONE DIRECTORIES
New phone directories were mailed out recently. If you did not receive one, please
call the church office and we will get one to you.

Lasagna Dinner
Youth Fundraiser

The youth will be hosting their annual Lasagna Dinner on Saturday, January 30, at
6:30 before the Theater for the World production of Dearly Departed at 7:30pm.
Tickets for the Dinner are $7 for adults, and $5 for children (12 and under). Contact the
church office by January 24 to reserve your tickets. All proceeds will go towards the
youth mission trip to Nashville. The youth group is also in need of volunteers to donate
pans of lasagna or desserts. Please contact Adam or Stephanie Shelton if you plan to
donate food. Thank you in advance.

Help those in need!

Clethes fev
thiese in heef  From Dec. 28-Jan. 23 you can help by donating the clothes you no longer wear to
= one of the following locations.
T
ﬁ_ . The Andersons
ool Fifth Third Bank
e S YMCA and JCC of Greater Toledo

The clothing collected will be distributed to people in need Feb. 5-7, 2010, at
Cherry Street Mission Ministries LifeBridge Center, 3342 Monroe Street. Personal shoppers
will be on hand to assist individuals and families with their needs.

For more information, contact Cherry Street Mission Ministries at 419.242.5141.
How to Volunteer:

If you want to volunteer to help with sorting and/or the day of the event, you may contact
Cherry Street Mission Ministries, Brenda Torres, 419.242.5141, ext. 228 or
btorres@cherrystreetmission.org — General information contact: 419.242.5141 or
www.cherrystreetmission.org


http://www.lastingflame.org/
mailto:btorres@cherrystreetmission.org
http://www.cherrystreetmission.org/

 January 10 thru 14 is introduction week

For more informat




Join the Adventure in Perrysburg

Join your friends and neighbors as we take a 90 day adventure through the Bible! If you've
always wanted to read through the Bible now's the time! Find out what the Bible says about the
world today as the community comes together to read the Bible in 90 Days! Reading the Bible
has changed many lives for the better, including mine, and it can do the same for you!

It's easy, just read 12 pages a day and you've read the Bible in 90 days! We also meet
together once a week to watch a cool video and talk about what we've read during the past week!
At the weekly get together, a few prize incentives will be given away (gift cards, T-shirts, etc.) to
a few fortunate people to keep the adventure fun. Make plans to join us during the first week to
see what it's all about!

Many of you have busy schedules so we have come up with a great plan! Five identical
get-togethers at different locations on different days of each week! Just choose gne day to attend
during that week!

Here are the Perrysburg meeting locations and starting times:

Sunday, Jan 10, 7:00 PM at Zoar Lutheran Church on E. Indiana Ave.
Monday, Jan 11, 7:00 PM at Bethel Assembly of God on W. Indiana Ave.
Tuesday, Jan 12, 7:00 PM at Oak Bend Church on Eckel Junction Rd.

Wednesday, Jan 13, 7:00 PM at YMICA Adventure Ctr./Vineyard Church
on E. South Boundary

Thursday, Jan 14, 7:00 PM at Grace United Methodist on East Boundary St.

Join one big adventure in five different locations, pick the gne location that's right for you!
To sign up just call 419-441-0090 or visit www.biblein90days.org and click on the Perrysburg
link or email Johnk90days@embargmail.com . We need your name, phone, day you'll meet and
if you want to purchase the official 90 day Bible and study guide. Bibles are $13.99 (reg$19.99),
guides are $6.99 (reg$9.99) and will be available at the first meeting.

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity so make plans to join the community now! It'sa
great 90 day New Year's resolution you and a friend can discover together! By reading cover to
cover you will see God's story with greater clarity! You will gain a new perspective of God, His
love for you and a renewed purpose in life. So if you read the Bible often or have never read the
Bible you are in for an adventure! Hundreds of people in Waterville and Maumee did it and so
can you! Check out www.Biblein90days.org and sign up today!

John & Marcia Knoliman
Questions? / Sign Up, contact

Phone 419-441-0090 or email Johnk90days@embargmail.com




-\\‘:\S\\ Scripture and Prayer Calendar
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SCRIPT v AN PRAYER T8%R @?Eﬁ{
Genesis 1 & 2 Matthew 1 1 Mrs. Becky Agee
Genesis 3 & 4 Matthew 2 2 The Mike Allison Family
Genesis5 & 6 Matthew 3 3 The Amy Anderson Family
Genesis 7 & 8 Matthew 4 4 The James Anthony Family
Genesis 9 & 10 Matthew 5 5 The David Banks Family
Genesis 11 & 12  Matthew 6 6 Mrs. Shelly Banky
Genesis 13 & 14  Matthew 7 7 Mrs. Janice Battin
Genesis 15& 16  Matthew 8 8 The Dan Baylor Family
Genesis 17 & 18  Matthew 9 9 The Matthew Beakas Family
Genesis 19 & 20  Matthew 10 10 Mr. & Mrs. Joe Becker
Genesis 21 & 22  Matthew 11 11 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Bersee
Genesis 23 & 24  Matthew 12 12 The Jim Bersee Family
Genesis 25 & 26  Matthew 13 13 Mrs. Mary Birsen
Genesis 27 & 28  Matthew 14 14 The Carrie Black Family
Genesis 29 & 30  Matthew 15 15 Mr. & Mrs. Blackmon, Harry
Genesis 31 & 32  Matthew 16 16 Mr. Tim Bock
Genesis 33 & 34  Matthew 17 17 Mrs. Linda Bohaczenko
Genesis 35& 36  Matthew 18 18 Mr. & Mrs. David Boost
Genesis 37 & 38  Matthew 19 19 The Jason Born Family
Genesis 39 &40  Matthew 20 20 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bowers
Genesis 41 & 42  Matthew 21 21 The Doug Box Family
Genesis 43 & 44  Matthew 22 22 Mrs. Addie Breymaier
Genesis 45 & 46 Matthew 23 23 The Gary Breymaier Family
Genesis 47 & 48  Matthew 24 24 The Randy Breymaier Family
Genesis 49 & 50 Matthew 25 25 The Steve Broseke Family
Exodus 1 & 2 Matthew 26 26 The Joel Brown Family
Exodus 3& 4 Matthew 27 27 Mrs. Lea Brown
Exodus 5 & 6 Matthew 28 28 Mrs. Joyce Bruce
Exodus 7 & 8 Mark 1 29 Mrs. Dorothy Bunde
Exodus 9 & 10 Mark 2 30 The Paul Buskey Family
Exodus 11 & 12 Mark 3

31 The Kenny Cameron Family

Following each daily Scripture Reading are the names of
the families and individuals for our daily prayer list.
Please read your Bible and pray for these persons for
the month of January. If you have a prayer request,
please feel free to call the Prayer Chain: Pam
Plassmann 419-878-9432 or e-mail
plassmb@accesstoledo.com: Mary Williams 419-878-
5554 or e-mail margewill@toast.net.

7 s B\
i *I ‘;tn‘il%« °
Don't throw out your clothes -- consider donating them. By donating your gently used clothing, you _
can help ease the financial burden that many are faced with. In the middle of winter, warm clothes are
essential for everyone.


http://compose.mail.yahoo.com/?To=plassmb%40accesstoledo.com
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=margewill%40toast.net
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