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From the Pastorôs Pené 

ñJust a Little Talk with Jesusò 

{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŀǾƻƛŘŀōƭŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ǳƴŀǾƻƛŘŀōƭŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ bƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ L ŀƳ L ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ 

just this week ς greetings with many of you on Sunday morning, banter in the church office, discussions in 

ministry meetings for starters. I think about conversations I strike up in other places too: standing in a 

supermarket aisle, in a hospital room, on a school playground with children, or waiting in a fast-food line and 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ ό¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΧΦύ L 

ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ the talking that comes with a yearly supply of sermons, funerals, Bible studies and 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΧΦ 

 Not only am I struck by where conversations take place. Now how I have conversations is even more amazing. 

Typically I find myself in face-to-face conversations in a hallway or here in my office. Too often, I find myself 

sifting and sorting an overflowing e-Ƴŀƛƭ ōƻȄΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ LΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  !ǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ LΩƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ. Just a few weeks ago, I 

learned this through having a Skype conversation in Columbus with a close friend who now lives in Oxford, 

England. Now that was fun! 

Pause for just a moment and consider just some of the conversations you have found yourself in this week. Who 

was involved? What words were spoken? Where do most of your conversations happen? How much good came 

out of them? These are mundane questions to some degree, but perhaps somewhat sobering as well. When 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜrs in our lives it can be quite overwhelming! 

All of this reflection leads me to thinking about Jesus, and specifically about the conversations he had with 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿǊite them 

down as Gospels of his life. For over 2000 years, the words of Jesus have had an incredible impact on the world, 

changing lives just as much today as the day they were first spoken. 

This summer I want to invite you to eavesdrop with me on a series of conversations with Jesus in the Gospels. 

²ŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

what Jesus said and why he said it. And because Jesus said it, he must have a purpose for us even today. How 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǳǎΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǳǎΣ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǇŀǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ 

to the world around us?  

Now that is something worth talking about! 

 

Pastor Steve 

 



 

What has happened to SPARC? 

Some Housekeeping:    As a result of ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ report from our consultation in 

March, talking with others of you in some of our administrative positions, and discussions that 

tŀǎǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘΧΦΦƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {t!w/ 

Committee and the Administrative Council by combining them into one more 

efficient working body. 

SPARC began back in the mid 1990s as we were faced with deciding what the future 

held for this congregation.  The acronym came to mean Strategic Planning and 

Rejuvenating ChristiansΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ άǎǇŀǊƪέ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ 

had purchased the land on Waterville-Monclova Road and then needed to start some 

kinds of actions moving toward answers to these questions:  What do we do with the 

land?   Is a move in our future?   What kinds of ministries need to take place for that to 

happen?   Etc., etc.   That committee examined our church under a microscope for many years! 

After 2 different consultations with Dr. Hunter and decisions made on many levels toward a 

new building, the role of SPARC has decreased as the various ministry groups have taken on 

their goals and work on them continuously.   

The Administrative Council is in place to be a more visionary, interfacing group that guides the 

benchmarks this congregation now faces.  They will keep us on task to fulfilling our mission.   

Please know that all of you are invited to attend the Administrative Council meetings.  Some 

may just want to listen, some may have comments to make, but this community of believers 

belongs to all of us and functions best when all of us are involved.   

Karen Wiggins 

Admin. Council Chair 

     

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS of WUMC  

Summer Worship Hours  
9:30 a.m. through 10:30 a.m.  

  
In order to provide more FAMILY TIME, we are going to try something new for a two month 
trial this summer!  Starting Sunday, July 4th through Labor Day. September 5th, we will go 
to  "Summer Hours." Sunday Worship Service will be ONE HOUR EARLIER from 9:30 a.m. 
through 10:30 a.m.  We do not want you to be late or miss anything, so please make a note 

and spread the word to come at 9:30 a.m. starting on Sunday, July 4th.  Children's Church will 
be held during this worship time as usual (only at the earlier time).   Have a safe and fun filled 
summer and we hope to see you in church throughout the summer. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     2010 Birthdays 
 

 

Day Adults 

2     David Nightingale 

3     Bronson Lipinski 
6     Sarah Broseke 

7     Rob Greenlese 

12     Larry Noward 

13     Lisa Galton 

14     Jean Warner 
15     Tonya Sheridan 

16     Ron Hart 
16     Olga Mae Perkins 

18     Glen Lammon 

18     Yvonne Lammon 

19     Katie (Allison) Beakas 

19     Sarah Kirby 

22     Paul Croy 

22     John Nicholson 

24     Karen Longnecker 
25     Chuck Lucas 

25     Russ Schifferly 

27     Sue Gregory 

27     John Michael 
28     Addie Breymaier 
30     Judy Overmyer 
  

  

 
 
 
Day Youth  
3    Marissa Galton  
4    Kayla Galton  
8    Caleb Gregory  
12    Olivia Cox  
13    Abigal Sheridan  
14    Abigail Cox  

14    Elizabeth Cox  
14    Michael Cox  
17    Simon Bor n 
19    Kaylee Selders  
25    Kelly Smith  
28    Charlie Jakubowski  

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

Remember WUMC Worship Service starts at 9:30 am 

beginning  July 4th through Labor Day, 

September 5th. 



 

THE HISPANIC-LATINO MINISTRY IS COMING!  
 

Waterville United Methodist Church will be hosting a district wide 

training module on Friday, June 25th and Saturday, June 26th.  

We have been asked to provide lunch, snacks and dinner on 

Friday and breakfast, lunch, snacks and dinner on 

Saturdayé.and LOTS of coffee for up to 25 participants.  If you 

are a person gifted to create delicious meals with a casserole 

dish, perhaps youôll consider this special opportunity to share in 

this 2 day event.  If you would like to be a host for one of these 

meals, your hospitality will be an added blessing.  Please be in prayer about how you 

can help make this a wonderful weekend for those attending and watch the bulletin for 

more details.  Contact Cathy at the church office or at wumccathy@embarqmail.com if 

you would like to help. 

 

      

 

Alternative Worship Service Update  

After several years of waiting, plans are being made to launch an 

additional worship opportunity here at Waterville UMC! For the last 

year or so, youôve seen and heard a small group of musicians offer some 

new, contemporary music in our existing service. Following our recent 

consultation with the Dr. Kent Hunter, a significant ministry goal in 

launching this service is an important priority as we finish 2010. We are 

setting a target to launch a new evening service in early September 2010. 

Over these summer months, Pastor Steve and a small group of individuals will be 

designing and developing details for this new service. There is indeed much to do, and 

with that come opportunities to share in serving together. Even if youôre not musically 

inclined, perhaps youôll consider helping with video, PowerPoint, marketing and 

publicity, or community outreach. I am thankful for those of you who have offered 

insights for our work so far. If you have ideas or interest in helping, touch base with 

Pastor Steve at steve.rath@embarqmail.com, on Facebook, or phone the church office. 

Look for updates and details in future editions of the Ambassador and online at 

www.watervilleumc.org . 

 

Annual Conference and Potatoes 

mailto:wumccathy@embarqmail.com
mailto:steve.rath@embarqmail.com
http://www.watervilleumc.org/


 

Annual Conference will run from June 6th to June 10th  this year at Lakeside , OH.   

This yearôs theme is ñLove in Actionò. 
  
Pastor Steve and Rob Greenlese , your lay delegate to Annual Conference, will be 
attending and voting on eight resolutions which are on the agenda.  They are prayerfully 
considering each resolution and would appreciate your prayers, as well, during this 
time.  If you would like to view the pending resolutions in their entirety, go to the West 
Ohio Conference web site: 
www.westohioac.com/sites/default/files/2010_BookofReports.pdf.  
  
The Conference Love First Miracle Offering goal is $350,000. This cash offering will 
be used to support impoverished children being treated at Grace Childrenôs Hospital in 
Haiti and our own United Methodist Childrenôs Home in Worthington.  If you would like 
to donate to this offering, make your checkôs payable to Waterville UMC and write 
ñMiracle Offeringò on the memo line. 
  
This yearôs emphasis of the Annual Conference will be on hunger.  Especially 
hunger here in the West Ohio Conference.  Potatoes are the focal point.  
Bishop Ough has asked that 10,000 pounds of potatoes be collected at Annual 
Conference to help this cause.  George ñTaterò Jensen is heading up the potato 
collection.  The potatoes will be distributed through the Society of St. Andrew to 
feed hungry people in the West Ohio Conference.  
  
We are asking everyone to donate a 10# bag of potatoes (doesnôt matter what 
kind) to this cause.  Bring 10# potatoes to the church by Sunday, June 6th and 
put them in the box located in the Fellowship Hall.  They will be taken to Lakeside on 
Monday, June 7th.  Everyone who donates a bag of potatoes will be entitled to a ñtaterò 
pin to wear showing that you participated.  
  
If you have questions regarding Annual Conference, please contact Pastor Steve or 
Rob Greenlese.  

        

                   Family Outing Coming Soon! 

Saturday, July 31st, Family Life will host a day at Maumee Bay State 
Park.  There is something for everyone, golf, swimming, biking, volleyball, 

hiking and more.  Mark your calendars and plan to join us for a day of fun.  
Family Life and Outreach will furnish the meat, drinks and paper products, 
we will ask each family to bring a dish to share.  We look 
forward to spending time with you and your family.  Tee 
times will start at 11:00 a.m., dinner at 4:00 p.m. 

 



STATISTICS 

 

DATE           WORSHIP       GENERAL        CAPITAL          MISSIONS        SUNDAY SCHOOL  

      ATTENDANCE       FUND           CAMPAIGN                                    ATTENDANCE 

May 2      152    $4,536.00    $532.00     177.00      24      
May 9      190     3,358.00      283.00       35.00         30  
May 16 150               6,006,34          1,308.00             15.00             26  
May 23 173        4,337.00    1,523.00       95.00  23 

      

 

Lunch Bunch Dates 

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting on Wednesday, June 16th at LaRoeôs 
in Grand Rapids, OH.  Please join us for lunch at 12:45 p.m.  If you need 

more information or a ride, please call Tehya Collinsworth at 419-878-
616. 

The Lunch Bunch will be having their Annual Potluck Luncheon on 
Wednesday, July 21st at the home of Tehya Collinsworth.  Please be 
sure and mark your calendar for this important date.  Look for more 
details in next monthôs Ambassador! 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

POTLUCK LUNCH 

Summer time means picnic time!  On Sunday, June 27th, the Outreach Committee is 

hosting a Great American Picnic potluck lunch following the worship service.  Start 

looking for your favorite summer time food to bring.  Look for more details in upcoming 

Sunday bulletins. 

__________    

 WUMC Worship hour starts ONE HOUR EARLIER beginning 

July 4th through Labor Day. September 5th. And Bring a friend! 

 



MUSIC SUNDAY  

We wish to thank all our very musically talented members who 
participated in a beautiful and inspiring Music Sunday on May 23!  We 
are so blessed to have such lovely music all year. 

 

 

SANCTUARY CHOIR MEMBERS  

Jennifer Reihing, Director    Olga Topuzova-Meade, Pianist 
Becky Allison      Elaine Colyer** 
Keith Colyer**      Ardis Linn Cullen  
Anna Emahiser      Matthew Emahiser 
Ana Flores       Alaina Hem** 
Doug LaRue**  JoAnn Lucas 
Ted Myers  John Nicholson 
Barb Page  Jim Page 
Alexis Reihing**  Melanie Reihing** 
Dan Rigal**  Joan Rigal**  
Jerry Robinson  Melva Robinson 
Larry Sheridan      Geoffrey Stafford** 
Bob Stearns       Lucy Topuzova  
Bobbie Westfall      Karen Wiggins   
Tom Wiggins 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR MEMBERS  
       
   Maggie Long, Director   Karen Blackmon  

 Cindy Box     Kelly Christensen** 
 Cathy Landis    Ann McVicker  
 Terry Myers     Barb Page  
 Amy Peel     Pam Plassmann 
 Charlotte Pritchett    Jennifer Reihing 
 Jan Sheridan    Larry Sheridan 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PRAISE BAND  
 

Brittany Plassmann  Matthew Plassmann 
Pastor Steve Rath  Russ Schifferly 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSTRUMENTAL BAND 
 

 John Nicholson, Director   Jennifer Reihing, Director 
 Keith Colyer**    Logan Colyer** 
 Anna Emahiser    Matthew Emahiser  
 Emily May     Matthew Plassmann 
 Alexis Reihing    Jan Sheridan  
   
 

 
 

KINDER CHOIR 
 
     Barb Page, Director     Bobbie Westfall, Pianist 

 Nathaniel Born    Simon Born** 
 Lily Croy**     Hailey Kahl** 
 Jacob Kahl**    Chase Kirby 
 Seth Kirby     Bella Marshall** 
 Teya Marshall**    Sasha Meade 
 Jack Peel     Annalise Schifferly 

    Ashley Selders      Kaylee Selders   
    Joshua Shelton       Kyle Wielgopolski  
   
  

 
AND WE DONôT WANT TO FORGET OUR OWN VERY TALENTED PASTOR, STEVE 
RATH, WHOSE FINGERS DO ALL THE TALKING ON THE PIANO 
KEYBOARD (AND SOMETIMES THE ORGAN)!  
  

    
       
    
      
**Not able to participate on Music Sunday 

 



                  Hospitalized in May 

Jim Simpson Ă out-patience surgery 

Steven Letzing Ă knee replacement surgery 

________________________ 

 

Christian Hope And Sympathy To: 

Nancy Stafford upon the death of her husband, Richard (Dick) 

Stafford, who passed away May 13th. Also to his son and family, 

David and Nancy, Chris and Rachel, and Geoff; 

________________________ 

Dear Brothers & Sisters at Waterville UMC, 

Thank you for your recent gift.  Just recently I was on the phone with a 

former client, and she informed me that she was keeping a baby book for 

her child.  This young woman had come through our doors considering 

abortion.  And now, she keeps a baby book for a child that might not have 

been born.  I tell you this to encourage you.  Your gift does make a 

difference.  And our clients are blessed by it. 

In Him, Angela Sanders, Development Director 

The Pregnancy Center of Greater Toledo 

      

 

We would like to thank everyone for all of your prayers, your thoughts, the 
visits and all of the kindness you have shown to Dick during the last few years and most 
especially during the last few weeks of his time here.  We are so pleased to be a member of this 
church family.  May Godõs blessings continue to be upon all of you. 

The family of Richard L. Stafford 

 

 



Scripture and Prayer Calendar   
 
 

SCRIPTURE    JUN  PRAYER   
I Kings 15 & 16              II Corinthians  3   1 
I Kings 17 & 18              II Corinthians  4   2 
I Kings 19 & 20              II Corinthians  5   3 
I Kings 21 & 22          II Corinthians 6    4 
II Kings   1 &   2          II Corinthians  7    5  
II Kings   3 &   4          II Corinthians  8   6 
II Kings   5 &   6          II Corinthians  9   7 
II Kings   7 &   8          II Corinthians 10   8  
II Kings   9 & 10          II Corinthians 11   9 
II Kings 11 & 12          II Corinthians 12   10 
II Kings 13 & 14             II Corinthians 13   11 
II Kings 15 & 16           Galatians 1       12 
II Kings 17 & 18           Galatians 2       13 
II Kings 19 & 20           Galatians 3     14 
II Kings 21 & 22           Galatians 4       15 
II Kings 23, 24, 25           Galatians 5       16 
I Chronicles 1 &  2           Galatians 6       17  
I Chronicles 3 &  4           Ephesians 1       18 
I Chronicles 5 &  6           Ephesians 2       19 
I Chronicles 7 &  8           Ephesians 3       20 
I Chronicles 9 & 10         Ephesians 4       21 
I Chronicles 11 & 12       Ephesians 5       22 
I Chronicles 13 & 14       Ephesians 6       23 
I Chronicles 15 & 16       Philippians 1       24 
I Chronicles 17 & 18       Philippians 2       25 
I Chronicles 19 & 20       Philippians 3   26  
I Chronicles 21 & 22       Philippians 4   27 
I Chronicles 23 & 24       Colossians 1       28 
I Chronicles 25 & 26       Colossians 2       29 
I Chronicles 27, 28, 29   Colossians 3   30 

The Jay Sheridan Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sheridan 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker  
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Simpson 
The Doug Smith Family 
Mrs. Katherine Smith 
The Brian Snyder Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Spychalski 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Stafford 
The David Stafford Family 
Mrs. Nancy Stafford 
Mr. Robert Stearns 
Mr. Lowell Steusloff 
The Dan Stevens Family   
Fred Stover & Barbara Korecki 
The Steven Suchocki Family  
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Swanson 
Mrs. Deb Thomas 
Mrs. Joyce Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Thompson   
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Utz 
The Craig Varner Family 
The Eric Varner Family 
Mr. Harry Wagner 
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Warner 
Mrs. Loraine Welker 
The Wendell Welker Family 
Mrs. Helen  Welsh  
The Neil Westfall Family 
The Anthony Westfall Family 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Following each daily Scripture Reading are the names of the families and 
individuals for our daily prayer list.  Please read your Bible and pray for  
these persons for the month of June.  If you have a prayer request, please 
feel free to call the Prayer Chain:  
Pam Plassmann 419-878-9432 or e-mail plassmb@accesstoledo.com 
Mary Williams 419-878-5554 or e-mail margewill@toast.net.  

 

 

 


