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“May Christ be Born in You” 
 

In her little book, When the Heart Waits, Sue Monk Kidd tells of visiting a monastery 
sometime around Christmas. She recalls walking past a monk outside the church and 
greeting him with the traditional, "Merry Christmas." To which the monk replied: "May 
Christ be born in you." The words, over the years, became for her a discovery of what 
she calls "the real essence of transformation."  
 
Today, with our "politically correct," economic-driven festivities around Christmas, 
we're lucky if we get even a muttered "Happy Holidays," let alone a "Merry Christmas." 
"May Christ be born in you?  And, yet, it is a greeting, that, once you have heard it, 
sticks in the soul.  
 
Any one who has ever had a baby come into his or her life knows that babies change 
things: bodies change, relationships change, routines change, ways of life change, 
futures change. To greet someone with the words, "May Christ be born in you," is a 
prayer that he or she may be changed, transformed by the living presence of Christ.  
The Gospel of John makes it clear: "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth." [John 1:14, RSV] Or, as Eugene Peterson paraphrases it: "The Word 
became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood." [The Message] To greet 
someone with the words "May Christ be born in you" is a prayer that Immanuel will 
take up residence in his or her life. That most certainly would change how we look at 
Christmas!  
 
Perhaps we need to change our perspective at Christmas just enough to look beyond the 
birth to the life that follows. If we leave the baby Jesus in a cradle in Bethlehem, we 
miss an important part of the story. This child did, after all, grow "... strong in body 
and wise in spirit. And the grace of God was on him." [Luke 2:52, The Message]  
So what exactly might it mean anyway that Christ be born in us? What if Christ did 
actually take up residence in our lives? I suppose that, for many of us, it would mean 



watching our language and giving up some bad habits. That's not all bad, but there's 
more to it than that.  
 
When Christ is to be born in us, it is likely that we will have to be prepared to see things 
differently: through inquisitive eyes that appreciate the beauty of the world; through a 
sensitive spirit that learns from nature's lessons; through a childlike sense of fairness 
that wants good for everyone and protests injustice; through a devout soul that knows 
it has been made in the image of the divine. Every new birth deserves a healthy 
environment; and we, too, will start to thrive when we begin to make it happen.  
 
And if Christ is to be born in us, it is probable that our priorities will change. Some 
people say that they would be glad when Christmas was over so they could get back to 
their routines. It can be a disruptive time. But suppose, just suppose, that it is our 
routines that are the problem -- habits that have become ruts -- numbing and 
unsatisfying -- symptoms of priorities that have been chosen for us by others.  
 
Each time we celebrate Christmas, Christ challenges us to examine the priorities that 
have been set for us by a fear-driven society infected by consumerism. There is a better 
way, and that is what Immanuel, God with us, is all about. The birth of Christ is about 
the real essence of transformation.  
 
So, as we once again prepare our hearts to receive the gift of Christ, allow me to greet 
you: "May Christ be born in you!"  
 
Christmas Blessings! 
 
Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 from the Waterville United Methodist 
Church Staff to all our members and   
 friends! 
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  December 2011 Worship  
 

This year’s Advent and Christmas Season will feature a series of sermons around the gifts of 
God Word which speak to the heart-felt needs of humans past, present, and future. What kind of 
world does God desire for us to live, work, and play in as redeemed and transformed believers? 
Each week we’ll explore God’s gifts of a Savior: hope, peace, joy, and love. Come to worship 
and unwrap God’s eternal gifts for you this holiday season! 

Sermon Themes and Scriptures 

December 4 Peace Package Psalm 85 

December 11 Unspeakable Joy Psalm 126 
December 18 Children’s Christmas 

Program 
No Message 

December 25 Message: TBA  

January 1, 2012 Message: TBA  

 

Christmas Eve Worship – December 24, 7:00 PM 

Once again this year, Christmas Eve worship will bring us the sights and sounds of the manger 
and Messiah. Our worship includes candlelight, carols, and a Christmas Eve message from 

Pastor Steve. Nursery care will be provided. 

 

Christmas Day Worship – December 25, 10:30 AM 

Join us Christmas Day morning for a family-friendly day of worship. Pastor Steve is preparing 
an informal time of worship that will include a special time of sharing for children and families 

on Christmas morning. 

 
 
 
 





SCENES OF THE NATIVITY 
 

Waterville United Methodist Church invites you 
to visit our church as we fill our Fireside Room 
with Nativities.  Imagine all the different 
Nativities to see and admire.     
 
The Creches will be on display the first 2 
weekends in December.    Light refreshments 
will be served. 
 

 
What a wonderful way to keep Christ in Christmas! 

 
Come and visit during any of these times and stay as 
long as you want. 
 

Dates and Times –  
Saturdays, Dec. 3 & 10 – 10:00am to 4:00pm 
Sundays, Dec.  4 & 11 – 2:00pm to 6:30pm 
 
The Nativities will be for viewing only, no touching!  This special 
Christmas event is free of charge. 
 
 

It is not too late to sign up to share your Nativity.  
 
Hostesses are needed during the viewing times.  Duties include monitoring the 
Fireside Room, setting out cookies and punch, etc.   
 
We are also in need of cookies.  If you would like to help for an hour or two, 
bring in a Nativity, or supply cookies, contact Cindy Box or the church office.  
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 Pastor Steve Rath and Waterville UMC Staff-
Parish Relations Committee cordially invites 
you to attend a reception in honor of : 

Penny Greenlese 
on December 11 

Following Morning Worship 
 

After over 20 years of faithful 
service to our congregation, Penny 
is retiring as an integral member of 
our administrative staff here at 
Waterville UMC. 

We hope you can join us in our 
fellowship hall as we celebrate her 
gifts of ministry and offering her 
our best wishes in this new season 
of life with her family. 



WOMEN’S MINISTRY  
      All the women of the church are invited to start 
 the Christmas season with a party.        

      MONDAY,  
    DECEMBER 5 Bring an appetizer, if you wish. 
       
 We will have a sing-a-long and sharing of our 

FELLOWSHIP HALL “Scenes of Nativity.” 
 
       6:30 PM  You will want to wear your most festive Christmas 

apparel as there will be prizes to win! 
 

     
 

CAROLING PARTY 

It will soon be time to spread Christmas cheer!  Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, December 17th as Family Life will be Christmas caroling.  
We'll meet at the church at 6:00 and caravan to the homes of some WUMC 
members. Children are welcome to bring bells to ring while we sing Jingle 
Bells.  We'll end the evening at the Galton house for fellowship and hot 
chocolate.  Hope to see you there! 

     
 
LUNCH BUNCH 
 

The ladies of the Lunch Bunch will be celebrating the Christmas season with 
lunch at a new restaurant in Waterville.  They are hoping for lots of ladies, 
whether you come each month or this is your first time, to join them for a very 
festive time on Wednesday, December 21st at 12:45 p.m. at Dale’s Diner on 
Third Street in Waterville.  If you need a ride, please call Tehya Collinsworth at 
419-878-8616. 
 

      
 
 

 
Don’t forget our Mitten Tree in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring in new 
mittens, gloves, hats  and scarves to decorate the tree.  These items 
will then go to the Friendly Center as gifts to needy boys and girls and 
adults. 
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FRIENDLY CENTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
The Friendly Center will once again hold a Christmas Party for 
neighboring families.  They need gifts for over 150 children.  
Please help by donating a toy.  Bring your wrapped gift to the church by 
December 13th.   Mark it for a boy or girl and appropriate age.   
 
If you would like to help with the party on the 19th of December, call the 
Friendly Center to volunteer. 

 
     

 
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 
We are still working on the Habitat project.  Interior painting is on the schedule for 
Fridays, December 2 & 9 and Saturdays December 3 & 10 beginning at 9am each day.  
Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the main hallway at church or 
contact Rob Greenlese. 

     
 

 
175TH ANNIVERSARY ORNAMENTS 

 
We still have some ornaments/sun catchers left from our 175th 
Anniversary celebration.  We would like every member to have one.  
For a donation of your choice, they are available for you to take one 
until the supply runs out.  Pick one up by the sanctuary entrances 
or stop in at the church office during business hours.   
   

      
 
 

 
The 2012 Altar Flower calendar is now posted on the bulletin board 
outside the church office.  Please sign up for the dates you want to be 
responsible for.  Cost of the flowers is $25.00.  You may also indicate 
who you would like to dedicate the flowers to, or a person or event you 
wish to honor with a remembrance.  
  
You may take your flowers home after the worship service.  Remember 
to return the green liner to the church or Cooper Florist.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays  2011 
 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
Day Adults 
4 Doug LaRue 
4 Annette Swanson   
5 Matt Plassmann 
7 Doug Box 
7 Daniel Box 
7 Tom Overmyer 
8 Millie Hires 
10 Ann Dalton 
10 Jim Page 
12 Ali Welker 

15 JoAnn Lucas 
16 Rob Deardurff 
17 Penny Greenlese 
19 Holly Warner 
19 Neil Westfall 
23 Charlotte Pritchett 
27 Logan Colyer 
27 Anne Stevens 
28 Eric Varner

 
 
   Day  Youth 
      1  Luke Kirby 

4  Anna Brown 
4  Lily Croy 
17  Austin Cox 
27  Victoria Marshall   
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to: 
 Janara and Josh Gray on the birth of their daughter Stella Mae  on 
November 6.  Stella is the 8th grandchild of Frank & Robin Lipinski.  She 
was welcomed to the family by big brother Weston and big sister Eva. 

 
 

Cara and Brian McMillian on the birth of their son Gage Thomas  on  
November 24.  Gage is the 1st grandchild of Barb and Steve Crandall. 
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A Special Note from Pastor Steve: 
 
This edition of the Ambassador includes a special guest contribution from members of 
our church, Matt and Brittany Plassmann. Both are currently studying at Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky as part of their missions program. Enjoy! 

 
 

"Why All this Fuss About Christmas?" 
by: Brittany Plassmann 

 
 It’s that time of year again.  The hustle and bustle of shopping, the trees have 
been trimmed in their best holiday cheer, grocery stores are sold out of ham and turkey 
for the feasts yet to come, and I can’t help but feel burned out.  I mean Christmas is a 
wonderful time of the year but sometimes it seems more practical for it to be an every 
other year event or something. 
   

It takes a whole week (at least) to decorate just the inside of the house 
and then we still have the outside which takes the next week to complete.  
Then we dutifully all pitch in to help grandma decorate at her home and at her 
age she has more decorations than anyone really needs, but they all have their 
spot in her home and all must be present and accounted for before it is 
acceptably finished.  Then there’s the shopping.  I am like any other woman 
and love to shop, but the whole having to carefully schedule my day to ensure making it 
to the place with the best deal so that I can afford to have gifts for Christmas is quite 
exhausting.  It really becomes an ordeal for friends and family alike. “Will you pick me 
up that five dollar movie deal on the brand spanking new Harry Potter movie on Black 
Friday?  I know you are going out.  You always do.”  Of course the answer is always yes 
and next thing I know I have even done the shopping for myself AND for my in laws.  
And does everyone have to be so happy?!  Heaven forbid you have a bad day during 
the holiday season or you are instantly shunned from society as the Grinch who is trying 
so desperately to once again steal Christmas. 

 
I honestly used to feel this exact overwhelmed sense of dread and resentment 

described above when the holidays were just around the corner.  It is easy to see how 
with that attitude anyone would just want to forego Christmas and avoid all the hassle.  
So last year I asked myself, “Why all this fuss about Christmas and is it worth it?!”  I 
began to research through talking with friends and family who love Christmas.  I asked 
them why and how they could enjoy this stressful event that faithfully comes every year 
and I came to have a change of heart when I received my answers.   

 
My mother reminded me that she enjoys Christmas because of the time we get 
to spend with family.  The traditions involved in Christmas that draw us so 
much closer and the laughing and fun times we have.  A friend reminded me 
that it is about celebrating baby Jesus’s birth.  She described the Christmas 
season as a big birthday party for Him.  Her comment sparked my interest to 
dig a little deeper and I approached my most trusted consultant on Christianity.   
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My grandmother, the same one I was complaining about having to decorate her 
house, enlightened me and helped me find a true change of heart.  Nan reminded me of 
the verse John 1:14 which says, “So the Word became human and made 
his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we 
have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.”  Now I 
was raised as a Christian but I think all this time I have been going about it 
the wrong way.  Nan helped me understand again that this world was a 
broken and hopeless place, but God loved us so much that He chose to 
become like us so that we could once again be close to Him.  We were and 
are still broken without Him.  Nan reminded me that Christmas is the 
beginning of our story of salvation.  If He were never born then Jesus would 
not have been able to die for us on the cross and conquer death and reign 
forever.  This is the beginning of the beautiful story.  We celebrate Christmas because 
He loved us enough to begin his road leading to the cross as a baby in a manager.   

 
Let us be reminded of the true story of Christmas when we are instead focusing 

solely on family, gifts, and food. All these things are excellent ways to come together 
and celebrate the beginning of what God has done for us. Let’s simply remember to 
include His story within our celebration since it is all about Him and not us.  I think if we 
remember this fact this holiday season we will be a lot more blessed and we feel a lot 
less burned out.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPASSION 
 
We have received another letter from our Compassion Child, Estrella Corayma Bautista Ortiz 
dated September 16th.  She writes: 
 
Dear Sponsors form Waterville United Methodist Church,  
I want to tell you that I am very happy because we started classes again and I have a new 
classmate.  His name is Javier and he already has a wife.  Our new teacher is very kind and I get 
along well with her.  This is my last year in middle school.  I feel happy and glad because we 
changed of schedule.  We are not going to school in the morning now, we enter at 2:00 pm and 
we are out at 7:30 pm.  I am anxious to finish middle school and begin high school.  I hope to get 
good grades this school year.  The weather here is humid, last night the sky was lightened by 
fireworks because in our country we celebrated Independence Day.  May God bless you.  Please 
pray for my family and me.  I would like to ask you what the weather is like there.   
 
If you would like to write back to Estrella, there are letter forms and envelopes on the Mission 
bulletin board in the hallway by the choir room.   
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STATISTICS   
 

DATE               WORSHIP ATTENDANCE       GENERAL          CAPITAL          MISSIONS         SUNDAY SCHOOL  
                      MORNING   EVENING  FUND           CAMPAIGN                                      ATTENDANCE 
  
October 30      152 30       $4,655.19       $  100.00         $  65.00           27   
November 6       166   27         5,969.00           265.00           110.00       21 
November 13     180          23         3,877.10           124.98             10.00          30 
November 20     203          26         6,483.00   45.00    15.00       42                    
November 27     173          10         8,755.00        5,330.00    55.00       34    
  
 

 
 
Our Thanksgiving and Christmas Offerings will be directed to the Friendly 
Center Holiday Basket of Food Drive.  Their goal is to provide all the 
fixings for a holiday meal plus a three day supply of emergency food for 
over 400 area families.   Let’s help them reach their goal! 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                  
 

 
 

As in the past, we plan to grace the Chancel Area for the 
Christmas Service with poinsettias. Your name and the 
person(s) to whom you wish to make a dedication will be listed 
in the Christmas bulletins. You may also make a separate 
donation to the New Building Fund.  Please return the form 
below to the church office by December 18 if you wish to 
participate.  
 
 
I would like to purchase              red Christmas poinsettias @ $7.00 each. 

I would like to purchase              white Christmas poinsettias @ $7.00 each. 

I would like to donate $                                    to the New Building Fund. 

In Memory of                                                                                                                                                       

In Honor of                                                                                                                                                            

Enclosed is a total of  $                              

Signed                                                                                                                                   
(as you want your name printed in the bulletin.) 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
 
HOLIDAY HATS OFF IN WATERVILLE! 
Bring the family, come join the FUN on Saturday, December 3 in 
Downtown Waterville.  Meet at the clock tower at 1:00 pm and wear a 
funny holiday hat.  Join in the community sing along to kick off the 
holiday.  Lots of other activities going on through out the day.  And of 
course, Santa will be there! 
 
 

HOLIDAY POPS CONCERT 
The Napoleon Community Band will present a holiday concert on Monday, 
December 5 at Emanuel Lutheran Church, 810 Scott St., Napoleon, at 
7:00 p.m.  Our own John Nicholson is a member of this band.  The Tower 
Brass Quintet will be the featured guest ensemble. 
 
 

COOKIE WALK & CANDY TOO 
The United Methodist Women of Collingwood Church is having a Cookie 
Walk on Saturday, December 10 from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm.  There will also 
be a mini-bazaar with handmade crafts.  Collingwood Church is located on 
Phillips Ave. between Haverhill and Detroit. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 

The Browning Masonic Community invites you to 
their Christmas Celebration on Tuesday, December 13 from 
2:00 – 5:00 pm.  Come and enjoy food, Christmas music and 
fun!   
 

 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOUS 
 

I want to thank all of you who remembered me with cards and 
prayers during my recent hip replacement surgery.  The USPS 
in Waterville must have had a good month in October based on 
the volume of cards I received!  Thanks again to all.   Ron 
Peyton 
 

 
Nancy Davidson wishes to thank everyone for their prayers for her 
daughter Holly Biggs.  She is now cancer free! 
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Church Council Brief 
 

1.  The Administrative Council is working on a restructured version of our current 
leadership, based on our Mission Statement.  This will create a core ministry team of 
seven persons, including the pastor.  These would represent the four required by the 
discipline, and we envision the creation of three others facilitating the ministry teams 
that represent the Celebrating, Teaching, and Sharing portions of our statement.  The 
goal is to improve communication, streamline the decision-making process, and allow 
for the mentoring and development of future leaders.  
 

2.  Results of the vote at the 9/25/11 Church Forum: 
a.  Should the existing Building Committee continue to design a facility with 

another architect? 
Yes – 25 
No -  9 
Uncertain -  9 
 

b.  Should we consider a second capital campaign at this time? 
Yes – 18 
No – 21 
Uncertain -  4 
 

 
3.  Evaluate the current Contemporary Service format for potential changes and 

enhancements, as well as marketing strategies, by February 1st, 2012.  Goal is to find 
opportunities to improve attendance and community awareness of the service, 
remembering that our mission is to bring people to Christ.   

 
 
Please remember that the minutes of the Administrative Council meetings and ministry group 
reports are available on the bulletin board outside the church office for everyone to read.   

 
 
 



Scripture and Prayer Calendar 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE            DEC  PRAYER
Ezekiel 37, 38, 39     Psalm 120        1 
Ezekiel 40, 41, 42     Psalm 121        2 
Ezekiel 43, 44, 45     Psalm 122        3 
Ezekiel 46, 47, 48     Psalm 123        4 
Daniel  1, 2, 3         Psalm 124        5 
Daniel  4, 5, 6         Psalm 125        6 
Daniel  7, 8, 9         Psalm 126        7 
Daniel  10, 11, 12     Psalm 127        8 
Hosea  1, 2, 3          Psalm 128        9 
Hosea  4, 5, 6       Psalm 129        10 
Hosea  7, 8, 9          Psalm 130       11 
Hosea  10, 11, 12     Psalm 131       12 
Hosea  13 & 14     Psalm 132       13 
Joel 1, 2, 3      Psalm 133       14 
Amos 1, 2, 3      Psalm 134       15 
Amos 4, 5, 6      Psalm 135       16 
Amos 7, 8, 9      Psalm 136       17 
Obadiah 1      Psalm 137       18 
Jonah 1, 2, 3, 4     Psalm 138       19 
Micah 1, 2, 3      Psalm 139       20 
Micah 4, 5, 6, 7     Psalm 140       21 
Nahum 1, 2, 3          Psalm 141       22 
Habakkuk 1, 2, 3     Psalm 142       23 
Zephaniah 1, 2, 3     Psalm 143       24 
Haggai 1 & 2      Psalm 144       25 
Zechariah 1, 2, 3     Psalm 145       26 
Zechariah 4, 5, 6      Psalm 146         27 
Zechariah 7, 8, 9      Psalm 147         28 
Zechariah 10, 11, 12      Psalm 148         29 
Zechariah 13 & 14     Psalm 149       30 
Malachi 1, 2, 3, 4     Psalm 150       31 

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Myers 
The Clifford Nelson Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Neumann 
The Tim Neumann Family 
Mr. John Nicholson 
Mr. & Mrs. David Nightingale 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Nowak 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Noward 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Overmyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Page 
The Michael Page Family 
Mrs. Mary Ann Parker 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Pease 
The Johnny Peel Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Peyton 
Mrs. Betty Pingle 
The Bill Plassmann Family  
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Plassmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Penn Pritchett 
The Tom Quinn Family 
The Eric Ramlow Family 
The Patty Ramlow Family  
Rev. Steve Rath 
Mrs. Barbara Reecer 
Mrs. Grace Reid 
The Randy Reihing Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Rigal 
The Craig Robertson Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Robertson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Robinson  
Mr. & Mrs. John Rose 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Following each daily Scripture Reading are the 
names of the families and individuals for our 
daily prayer list.  Please read your Bible and 
pray for these persons for the month of 
December.  If you have a prayer request, please 
feel free to call the Prayer Chain: Pam 
Plassmann 419-878-9432 or e-mail 
plassmb@accesstoledo.com: Mary Williams 
419-878-5554 or e-mail margewill@toast.net.   
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